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Jntrodfuctionp 



AccOFfDiKG to tbeu^sageof the tirnen^ 
the first t;bapt^r of my work must be 
occupied hy aq expl^atioii of the mo- 
tives wbic)i induced me to undertake it s 
and^ although the name of Lackwlt is 
yet unknown in the chronicle of literary 
fame» althpngb my subsequent pages 
may npt teem with inexplicable aliu&ions 
(I mean> ipthepres^^sU^^^ ^li^d^N^^-^ 
VOL. J. "b 
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able ignorance) ; and the introduction 
of names which require a glossary, such 
as Petrontus, Horace, I^ttcuUus, Livy, 
Homer, Phocion, Aristides, Camillus, 
Cincinnatus, &c. ; although X may re- 
serve my little knowledge of classical 
iiamesfor better purposes, and not throw 
pearls before swine; although I may 
deal less in improbabilities, but keep 
more clearly to nature than many of the 
modern novelists, who have, neverthe- 
less, acquired popularity ; still, I have 
not so mean an opinion of myself, nor 
so little confidence in my readers, as to^ 
fftuppose my inoti?ef| will *be disho- 
noured, or my ptifblication disregarded* 
' The^ public {prints had annoabcM, 
.that on Monday, the i9th of January, 
would be p«ri>lLshed, the REFUSAL, &c, 
^iid -as the naene of the authoress had 
been advertised intocekfbrity, all the 

• • • 

circles of fievel readers, from "pdere^ses, 

to tJiewives and^da/BglitersbT cfeaufdHecs 

w ... 
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ttod grbccr^; wafe convulsed by eurioi- 
sity ^d expectation. 

*^ What a trtot for the beau rr^onde /**' 
exclaimed Lady GeorgianaScarford, a9 
she tailed Ofi her dear friend. Miss Co- 
^u^tilta Lure well,' to coavey her to an 
evening party at the Countess of Glose- 
dal4*s — "I protest, I must lose no time 
in bespeaking the first perusal at Hook- 
ham's.'* The chariot stopped, and La* 
iy Georgiaiia felt no small degree df 
mortification when the shopmaa ici« 
4i||formed her that she was .only the one 
liundred and eighty-fourth on the list of 
applicants. ^* Merciful powers^!" ex- 
claimed the distresised lady, " I cannot 
restrain my curiosity so long, therefore. 
Bend me a copy the moment it is pub- 
iished/' The ^shopman bowed, and the 
chariot drove on* 

The fashionable world was yet doom- 
ed to a i^^ofifd nrk)rtifi<»tiOn^ as ^ ^wV- 
ni^rht dapsed beyond ^\e ^>A^x5Nax.^fe. 
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time, before the groaning ^ress wa«' 
eased of its tremendoils burthen, and 
the much wished for "This day is pub- 
lished,'* rejoiced the inquiring eyes of 
those who, with ceasel^s anxiety/ 
awaited the protracted accQUchemenU ^ 

On the second morning after the ap- 
pearance of this literary phenomenon, 
I was favoured by a cajl from the two 
ladies above mentioned, who have for 
the last four years honoured me -with 
,their particular friendship. 

"Bless me, wy dear I^ckwit ;*' ^^ 
claimed L?ady Georgiana, as shg drevr 
her chair close to the desk on which I 
had been writing, and wfaicb was still 
hidden beneath loads of half-digested 
manuscripts, desultory scraps, and frag- 
ments scribbled to dissipate ennui.^ 
" Bless me, how much am I again dis- 
appointed !,. After waiting for that. stu- 
pid ' CcELEBS' until I w^ fatigued out 
^/pa^/euce^7wa?rsent ap]ecex)f grav« 



nnentert^iuing morality, which would 
have been stifled in its birth had it come 
from any pen of. less celebrity. And 
now, after once more being keptontbe 
tiptoe- of expectation for nearly three 
weeks, I am bored by a work, vapid, 
u/iinterest(ing, full of the most prosing. 
noosense, fraught with affectation of 
seutiipeut, without a single charm tp 
throw a r^y of sunshine over its lucid 
pages. One tenth of the whole work 
i^ taken up with introductory matter, 
af)<l .eight of the iremaining tenths are a 
1^^ of ^sentfoiental stuff, and digressive 
Qoasense^ which absolutely make one 
bypocbondriac and nervous to a degree. 
Indeed, my.de^r Lackwity Coqyetilla 
and myself are coqae with a determina* 
tion not to. : leave you until you have 
promi3e4 to write an antidote to this 
liorribl^ production ; fpr if such things 
are to be tolerated, we may soon ex- 
pect to see our novels de^<ev)£.t«^fi^ vc&f\ 
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sermons, and erfj^/w^ treatises on crude 
morality," ^ 

• At the bare suggestion of such a mea- 
sure, my nerves became so much irri- 
tated, that it was a long time before I 
could recover myself siiiBiclently to make 
any reply, while the teazmg creatures 
s^ppeared to enjoy my perj)texity. With 
some difficulty, however, I threw off 
tfte tra'mniels of conftrdorf, and replied' 
•^** My dear Lady 6c!orgiand^ consider 
the nature of yoiir request, the obstacles^ 
^bich stand in the way of my eompli- 
OTc^, lfeteprtsurtiptidii6ffttittcHtrigitty< 
fittlb tmttried skifiP tbcohtend with strch' 
ftweath^-pi^oof fiVsti^ti^ ^sdile i^h^reis^ 
«f the ^Re(b64' ^^iehfta^^ettthered 
*a* rii'^tty gafle^ afld" tddfe (Jiitf 60* many 
ittti^tiiii Consid^i* iaYso th)i a^^tktanc^ 
which would be ijeCesdftry to Carry me 
through the attacks of critics, literary 
a'nd illiterate, candid and fastidious, 
ihe friends of my oppoaent, and. the 



friends of this prosing morality, as yon 
call it ! Consider how I snail be hnnte^^ 
bnffetted, crieddown, sneered at,lashfed, 
despised, held up as a mark for present 
and a beacon for future scribblers; how 
some will misconstruct and others >mife^ 
con(^eive my sentiments; how some 
Will rouse themselves to anger, cind 
Others soothe themselves to sleep over 
my production ; how some — but, I can- 
noti for the life of me, endure the bate 
idea of such an attempt. Oh ! my 
dear iady - Gedrgiitna, command me, 
ip every other respect; bid me bear 
IhiDger, f hirst, coldi orany other evil- 
Place me on some rude rock's remotest brows^ 
WBere white hills gleam wHh hy p^rbbrean sdows^ 
Oe where, fierce barsttiw through the fiamy sky. 
The thirsty sun-beams drink the rivers dry- 
in short, do any thing and every thing 
with me; but force me not to undertake 
rach ait arduots, such a ridiculous (for 
me at least) task \ ^x^ xn^'Ok^XiV^^^ 
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JMltevtt hour^ what I woutd afterwards 

give all that I possess to have tindone.'^ 

" filess nie, Lackwit,** exclaimed 

Juiifs Lurewell, calling to her aid one 

of those irresistible smiles, and one of 

itiose bewitching glances which would 

steal away any man's resolution, before 

he had time ta prepare himself against 

•aurprise~** Why, how you talk, my 

dear felloW I Have we not had sufficient 

•proof of your abilities for. these four 

y^rs f Da we not know, from actual 

experience, that you can write any 

thing religious, moral, metaphysical 

.philosophical^ classical» humorous, in* 

tetestingy poetical, or of any other des* 

sCtiption? Come, come^ throw off this 

hypocritical affectation of nnfashiooa* 

ble diffidence, and let us see that you 

pdsjSjess the wish with the ability to 

^i^hge your friends. Why, it was but 

ast night' that Lady Georgiana pro* 

iXiiised the Du<.'hess.of Gprmalade^ that 

s/)e had a friend,., v^^io, al Viet to\\c\V^ 
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tioiij she was confident, would imme^ 
diately produce a reply to this book, 
and the delighted Duchess instaotly de- 
sired us to bring the dear creature to 
lief ne3tt select party, and let her be in- 
troduced to him ; for amongst all her ac- 
quaihtance she knew not one xvh6 was 
proof against refusal^ ^ 

I was about to persevere in my refu- 
sal, when Lady Georgiana perceiving, 
by my determined countenance, that I 
liad not yet been sufficiently worked 
upon, checked me suddenly, by crying 
out— "Aye, aye. Lack wit, db assume 
a little coni^uence !' you have talents 
fit for any things but, as yet, you want 
that 'necessary appendage, impudence \ 
withoutwhich the most brilliatil ability 
may remain hidden by the crust of db- 
scurity, 'und waste its sweetness on the 
desert air.* It is'iay fecjfuest that you 
write the antidote, and ifyou have any 
esteem for toe, yoii will not-—yoiJL c-j.^ 

*5 
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not refuse me. The task, so far from 
being laborious, will only require from 
you a few hours' thought, and a few 
clays' writing, and surely, this is but a 
slight sacrifice at the shrine of friend- 
ship. I am resolved not to leave you 
uiitij you have given me your promise, 
for my wor *s pledged for you to the 
duchess, and you have too much gal- 
lantry to allow me to forfeit my pledge. 
Come,, Lackwit, I am absolutely mi-^ 
serable until I have gained, your con- 
sent to the scheme." 

As Lady Georgiana concluded, she 
began to play off the artillery of her 
^es with such success, that . I found 
my resolution ebbing fast. The horrors 
of encountering the attacks of public 
and private foes, and all the terrors I 
had dwelt upon in.my first reply, was 
entirely absorbed in the gratifying pros- 
pect of obtaining the grateful approba- 
tjon of the fair supplicant, to whont 
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I had some reason to hope I was not 
altogether an indiflferent object. To ihy 
happiness it was of the utmost iihpolp- 
tance that I should attach her to myself 
by every means in my» power ; and I 
began to calculate how much progress 
I might make in her affections if I con- 
sented to relinquish a given portion of 
my naturd modesty, and to set at die- 
fiance most heroically the censures of 
those who might insidiously assail me. 

The result was decisive in foiming 
my opinion ; although I thought ft 
would still be expedient to hold ont a 
little, and not seem to be easily induced 
to forego my determination. I had 
prepared myself for a -long siege, but 
I had not taken into consideration the 
effects which might so suddenly be 
produced by a coup de maiwy and the 
moment Lady Georgiana began to look 
unutterable things; the moment she 
ceased to assail my ear^ and b^ \sfc^ 
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tender glances opened to. me such a 
boundless and luxuriant field for hope 
to riot in, that instant my resistance 
-i^as overpowered^ and I resolved tpsub- 
xnit. Still, I could not bring mjr^elf to 
give up tlie shew of opposition at once ; 
therefore, endeavouring to throw as 
much untractableness iQto my expres- 
^on as I could command, I made reply— 
" My dear Lady Georgian^ ; the 
more I consider the scheme you pro- 
pose, the more am I convinced of its 
entire impracticability ; for, even if I 
had th^ hardihood to produce a work of 
the nature you propose, what publisher 
would give it bis sanction, unless the 
•name of some literary giant, some 
veteran ^ skilled in weaving fancy's airy 
. web, graced its title page, and claimed 
. the attention of the world. Besides I 
am not used to write for public inspec- 
. tion ; and the few trifles which the ex- 
travagant applauses of my friends have 
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at times drawn from me^ I should blush 

• ■ ' ft 

to meet with in any other circles. 
\Vhat then must be my self-conceit, if 

» 

J undertake a work of this nature — of 
such magnitude--of — " 

** Magnitude ! my dear Lackwit !'* 

interrupted Lady Georgiana, giving 

• ...■ ... , .• 

me an encouraging squeeze of my^ 
handr-" Why your are jesting, surely ! 
Wllatwith the help of wide margins, 
short pages, and thin volumes, you may 
readily extend a moderate sized pam- 
phlet into three volumes, quite thick 
enough for the perusal of us fashionables. 
But I see you are consenting ^ I knew 
you would not refuse me; and as ta 
your quibbles about a publisher give 
me leave to say, I'll undertake to find 
one, who knows more of you than you 
suppose ; and wl>o will not refuse to 
. countenance what may come out of 
your hands. ' Now, tantalize me no 
onore^ my dear fellow, but give me the 
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simple monosyllable^ which shall set 
my mind easy on this score, and enable 
me to communicate the delightful news 
to the Duchess of Gormalade, on whom 
I am going to make a morning call, and 
who is still more anxious than myself, if 
possible, for this glorious consumma« 
tion of our hopes." 

" I cannot resist yotir syren voice, 
although I fear it will lure mel to the 
destruction of the little literaryrepUta^ 
tion I have obtain^ amongst my friendi^. 
You have such an uncontroulable com- 
mand over me, my dear Lady Georgia^ 
na, that my strongest resolutions vanish 
into air before the magic lightning of 
your eyes 5 and when I think myself 
most invincible, you teach me not to 
^boast of my firmness^ but to mark my 
own fallibility and learn a lesson of sub^ 
mission. But I wish you had equal 
power to disarm the critic of his sting, 
then I might, if Ifound it impossible to 
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stem the adverse tide of popular opi- 
nion, at least be enabled to effect my 
retreat frbria the field of battle, un wound- 
ed i and with a hope of one day renew- 
ing the conflict with a belter prospect 
of success^ You have prevailed On m6 
against my will, and be the result 
what it may, let the not lose ti\y situa^ 
tion in your esteem/* 

Lady Georgiana as she allowed tn6 
to press her hand to tiiy lips, exclaimed, 
** My esteem, my dear Lackwit 5 why 
you hav6 a just claim to my eternal 
gratitude. But pray do not make your 
novel such a dry piece of morality as 
that on which you are about to engraft 
it. Don't make a lively girl of scarcely 
twenty fall in love with a man of forty- 
two, before she has iseeii him, and 
merely because herfought well against 
bis country's foes. Do not, by implica- 
tion, so strongly censure your country;; 

meu, as to convey au idea \.Vv^\ V^\<^«^ 
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nre so scarce amongst theai ; and do 
Dot outrage the feelings and common 
sense of your country-women so tducIi 
as Jo insinuate tliatthey consider every 
other han.d as unworthy their aceep-^ 
tance, when brought.into a comparison 
with that which wields a sword, and 
solicits their favour while yet reeking 
with human blood. Give us more 
peaceable virtues in your hero, and 
more active ones in your heroine ; and,^ 
aboveall, avoiddiverging at every period 
into a sentimental hiarangue^ totally 
foreign to the subject, and wliich lays 
you under the eternal necessity of halt- 
ing to recollect the conformation of the 
narrative^ and the situations in which you 
left the performers. In short, oblige us 
not by your continual dryness, to stop 
in the middle of the first volume, and calj 
a servant to take back the books to the 
library, and bring us something more 
iehtertainin^» Excuse me, my dear 
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tiiifltckwit^ for presuming to direct your 
geoiqs/ which is so much more fit to 
diptafe than to-be dictated to«" 

** For god's sake, Mr. Lack wit' f, 
added the lively Coquetilla, " do not 
worry us so much, as some writers are 
in the constant habrt of doing, about 
tlne^^ icicle that hangs onDian's temple,'' 
nor about Lucretian virtue, nor Spartan ^ 
f igidity ; but give us something more 
cheering, n^ore animating, than these 
antiquated and obsolete images and 
ideas; something more modern, some* 
thing English, adapted to our own times 
imd our own taste ; something that will 
inake. the old Duchess of Gormalade 
forget her rheumatism for a few hours ; 
and Uiat will call a smile of delight, an4 
a.tefur of benevolent sympathy to the 
fyes of Lady Georgiana," 
i "Really, my dear ladies," I replied^ 
as soon as I could find a momentary 
interval^ " your instrucUoxv^ ^\^ ^y^ 
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numerous, and have been given witht 
such rapidity of utterance, that I am^ 
fearful lest my memory which is in 
general treacherous, should particularly 
turn recreant on this occasion. Buf 
believe me, since I have given my pro* 
inise, I wiU do my best, you shall have 
a novel ; be that sufficient for your pre-' 
sent satisfaction.'* 

Lady Georgiana smiled approbation^ 
dnd as I banded her to her chariot^ 
trtitspercrf, that ^she should bear my 
ireacfy compliance irith her wisben ki 
gratefbl remembrance 3 a promise fop 
tt^hich I would almost have nodertakefiE 
(he task ofSi^yphus s afid- 1 returned t<i 
xny chamber, on the second ^floof, dis** 
lUayed, yet delighted ; trembling, yet 
f ncn^orted with- the result e^ an inteiw 
view, to whieh,from its commencement, 
I could have confidently predicted an 
opposite termination. 

No sooner was I once more alone $ 
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no sooner^ rapt from mortal ken, had I 
leisure to invert my eyes, and reflect 
on the task I hail undertaken to per- 
form, than I began to fall a prey to 
certain misgivings as to the abiHty, and 
courage which were requisite for its 
execution. Fortunately, however, for 
my wavering resolution, at that moment 
I opened the drawer of my desk, with- 
out knowing what I sought, when my 
eyes accidentally fell upon a miniature 
di^Iiddy Gi&6i«gian^Whid^ recalted my 
Amt^riiig spiritir m An iiMtafitk braoed- 
^ tAf Mmi^d deteritaifHltioii', snutch* 
ftljf ftotfr ttte' tye 6f apprebenstve' 
lA^biMil^iV iM piSMt>eeH of evil which* 
n hUA a^&AfOt t6 n&noy itsdf ; and; 
Mtihllgr iinht papefiti the fertor of the 
thoiliMt^ I had i9o6h' the felicity to seer 

the fiVst page of my eMiy flowing from 
tny pen. 
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CHAPTER. J. 



The refalgent orb of day had veiled it», 
brilliance behind the sombre maiiUe of 
evening, and the fiilrer car of ttieque^a 
of night appeared slowly ipountiqg iip; 

the hill of the horizon— H>r« iu more sim* 

' » ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ . . 

]^le language, it was growing late, yvhen 
the servants of Hilveruon Hall were a«^ 
larmed by a hard knocking at the gatc^ 
which opened into the mansion yard^ and 
as Sir Edward had been for some troie in 
I^ndon,and had expressed his intention, 
^n a letter received by his steward^ on 
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the preceding d^iy, to remain there a 
considerable time longer, conjecture 
was puzzled to account for an interrup- 
tion so.unexpected. While they were 
still in discussion, fearful and undeter- 
mined, the knocking was repeated with 
increased violence, and the domestics, 
determined to explore the caiise of the 
uproar, without further delay« ha^ has- 
tened to the door, and in a few moments 
Sir Edward Hilveruon entered, covered 
with dust,, and apparently overpowered 
by fetigue. . • - 

. Sir Edward was a young man of{)re* 
possessing appearance, but his mind 
and' manners had received the taints ef 
fasliionable corritption. . Eighteen sum- 
. mers he had scarcely numbered^ when, 
by the death of his father, he became 
i|>oaselssed of an epviablie inheritance, 
the worthy old baronet had beeiai on* 
: tutored hiinself/ in^^ i thi^t: ■, carelessness of 
; rdij»io%aod contempt ^mw^VS h«!^»9^ 
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«oastitute the ecme of a tiiodern educa- 
. tion ; 4)ut he had exerted himself^ un- 
bappily , with too much success, to ac- 
quire' to his son those accomplifkmmts 
^hich supersede the necessity of know- 
ledge of every other description, and ren- 
der rectitude of principle and consistency 
of conduct superfluous, or even ridicu- 
loMu Yet the motives of Sir Bdward, 
for thus educating his son were, by 
no means, founded in a conviction of 
tlie propriety of the system, but origi- 
nated in a mistaken idea of the necessity 
of a compliance with the laws of fashion, 
if be intended or wished that his scfu 
should describe a conspicuous orbit r in 
the heniiispti^re of high life. This 
notion so strongly possessed the baronet, 
that he woukl have countenanced tjbe 
most gross follies, if they bad beep 
Tarnished' so as to coalesce* with the 
opinion 4o which lie- clung with sudh 
i/q^ljftjaal olMiiiacy«. ^^ The >dQg > is 
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faandaome and well grown;*' Sir Edward 
was acciusuinEied to exclakn ; '^ and he 
fm\y wants a little polish to nxake biai 
«ie ,of the first fellows of the day. He 
lonly wantSj I ^ay, a little polish, for 
lack of which I am looked on as no 
better than when I stood behind my. 
shop-counter, and tied up tea and 

The young baronet was accordii^ly 
introdueed into the family of a wealthy 
cousin of bis father, who resided in tbie 
iuetropolis, and who, since his relation 
had purchased a title, had courted 
Ibat intimacy whjch he had preYioiysly 
j»hunned. Here it w^sf, under the 
4iBSpices of Mr. Benville,:twho, being 
jrecagnized as a wealthy niei^^hs^nt, was 
admitted into tbe first circles, tb^t the 
youth was destined: to make b^s debAt 
TOfashionaMe life ; and bis i?apid pro* 
Iciency.speedily pnoved that bewasnp 
QBlilirifty aboot, eUboug^ Ait9i:(l«(^^llKiki^ 
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from a vulgar stalk. He bad resided in 
the metropolis about twelve months, 
when an express reached him^ with an 
account of his father's illness, in conse- 
quence of which he once more turned 
his face towards Hilveruon Hall, where 
he arrived just in time to close his 
father's eyes in the sleep of death. 

^^e youth, now Sir Eldward, was not 
devoid of filial feelings nor did the sense 
of his own suddJln d$v>ittoti in society 
entirely close bh ears kgainst the voice 
of nature. For sometime he shut him- 
self up in his country residence, and 
debair.'d himself from the enjoyment of 
those pleasures in which he had long 
constantly indulged. But the impres- 
sion of grief on a mind like his could 
neither be deep nov durable ; its natural 
elasticity soon obliterated the weak 
traces which had been made, and restore 
ed it to its former tone. Six weeks' 
tecluBion revived the zest for gratifica^ 



25 



ttou which bad suffered a temporary 
aJlay from the unexpected cincumstance 
which had taken place, and SirEdward 
once again took his leave of his new in- 
heritance; and resolved to nningle with 
the sons of intemperance a^Ki dissipa- 
tion. 

By the death of his father. Sir Ed- 
ward camq into possession of allliut 
30,000 per annum ; and, with' the as- 
sistance of this wealth, he soon distanced 
all his competitors in the rafce of no- 
toriety. The elegant polish which 
his manners had received from his pre- 
▼ious habits of intercourse with the 
fashionable world, aided by a phy- 
siognomy of the most fascinating de- 
scription', rendered his company not 
only acceptable, but highly desirable 
in the best society. The mental con- 
formation of the young baronet's mind 
«feo» although it had been consklerablY 
idi|;hted^ had not been tola^\Ywe^e;^^«^- 
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His knowledge was not confined to an 
acquaintance with fashionable customa ' 
and mannerbf but branched out into 
various sMbordinatis ramifications. He 
bad swallowed the nostrums of sousq 
of the literary charletans of the day ; 
and if he had not gained improveqsent 
in. the pursuit, he had at least been 
^Dfll^ed to anaalgamate into his own con« 
versatiou, some of their puerile wit- 
ticisms, and incomprehensible descrip« 
tions of couatries and people, which 
they had never beheld, and with whom 
they had nev.er associated. 

Gratified by the liberal offerings of 
interested flatterers, he began to rise 
astonishingly in his own opinion, and 
became, by degrees, impetuous, proud» 
dogmatical and overbearing. Friend-^ 
ly correction was deemed intrusive, and 
cpatradiction was an insult: eliilt^d by 
tyb^ <;oMinual court which was pkid tc^ 
M^. opinion — pujQied |tp«by the boiai^ 
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"ivliich awaited him in the parties he 
frequented-^ and corrupted by the 
approving smiles with which he was 
received by the families of his acquaint 
lance — he considered all his contem- 
porary idlers as comparatively insig* 
nificant ; and treated them witli the 
cool carelessness of conscious superiori- 
ty. This change of disposition speedily 
estranged from him the society (m all 
those, who could not consent to banter 
their self-consequence and inclepenv 
dence of opinion for the gratification 
of dining every day with Sir Edward ; 
of receiving, occasioiiatiy, a smile, aiid 
more frequently, a douceur for their 
accomodating behaviour; and of re- 
tailing at second hand, bis worn out 
Bon motSj and the. hackneyed jesf:s 
which he bad culled from Joe Miller* 
the Post^ or some oiher production the 
beauties of which had beas explored 
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in the profundity of the baronet's li- 
terary researches. Sti4l, as a man of 
fashion his fame remained undimi- 
nished: the defects which the jaun- 
diced eyes of neglected friends could 
discover in his character, were rather 
considered like specks in the sun, than 
as blemishes which had the power 
of obscuring the least portion of ^ his 
natire brilliance* lie still flirted with 
the belles, who held him in higher es- 
timation for bis supposed faults, which 
were attributed to the malicious inven- 
tions of those who had considered them- 
selves injured by hi& indifference ; since 
who, thai attracted suqh universal attent 
tion V who, that monopolized to himself 
all the smiles and praises of the female 
part of the creation: who^ that possessed 
such unprecedented elegance of de- 
meanour, such a fine manly form, and 
such an interesting countenance; in 
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short, who, that had the power to capti- 
vate all the women's hearts, and excite 
the envy of all the beaux of fashion, 
could" escape having enemies, who 
would, by every effort of their pswer, 
attempt to undermine his greatness, 
and to dim the lustre of his character ? 
To bear obloquy, and to have motives 
misconstrued, and actions imitated, 
was a tax which greatness must ever 
consent to pay in return for its elevated 
dignity, and the enjoyment of wealth 
and honor; and Sir Edward grew more 
esiimablip on account of the contemptu- 
ous indifference which he discovered 
towards those who slandered him, as 
well as fop the tales which they origi- 
nated. 

The ardent disposition of the young 
baronet, and hig never failing thirst for 
pleasure, soon led him to seek for a va- 
riety in gratification, and from attend- 
ing routes, and mingling itv ^\V n^nr 
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female circles of notoriety, he easily - 
found his way to the gamhig houses-; 
and spared^ in his new pursuit, na 
exertions to sustain the appellation of 
** a spirited fellow," which had beeur 
voluntarily conferred upon him by the 
ilegantes with whom he had associated. 
Success appeared to produce no effect 
on his mind — he pocketed his gains 
with an air of carelessness wliich con- 
vmced those around him, that he pos- 
sessed either a disposition superior to 
the attacks of contingencies, or that, . 
from his habitual acquaiii^nce with 
wealth, he knew not, or heeded not, 
its real value. On the other hand, he 
suffered -himself not to be depressed by 
an unfortunate turn of luck, but ever 
paid his deficiencies with the same 
smile of affability, as when he filled his 
pufse with the spoils of, others. No 
transaction of a pecuniary^ -nature had 
(he jjower lo produce any visible aiter^v 
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lion in his temper, to disturb for a 
momettt, the settled serenity of his 
mind. 

•? This baronet is a singular fellow !" 
said Lord Linmore, who was one of the 
gayest, or/ in other words, the most 
dissipated fellow in the metropolis, as 
he handed Lady Morgana Meredith to 
her chariot^ from the Countess of 
Swernsy's route — ** Did you observe 
how the belles got round him ? he must 
be a devilish happy fellow. Last night, 
at Brookes's, he was minus a thousand 
pounds, and he paid it with an ait 
of smiling complaisance, as though the 
receiver conferred an obligation upon 
him by unburdening his overcharged, 
purse.** 

** He is a most divine creature, ia* 
deed, my lord,'* replied Lady Morgar 
na, as she stepped into the carriage — 
" And you must copy his mode of lad- 
justing his hair^ his kerchief, attd every 
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other part of his dress, you must walk 
like him, talk like bin(i> dance as he 
does, bow with the same grace, extend 
your hand iiythat elegant style, flatter 
as he does, so as to make us believe 
what we were predetermined, not to cre- 
dit: you must have the same bewitch- 
ing smile, the same silver-tuned voice, 
and the same dear seducing tongue, my 
lord, before you will make ine pro- 
nounce the hated yesj and place my 
loved liberty in your hands." 
V Lord Linmore would have replied, 
1|ut the chariot drove off, before he 
had time to recover himself froniii the 
. surprise into which he had been thrown 
. by this unexpected attack, ftnd left K\m 
cursing the volatility of Lfidy Morga*- 
i^, .and vowing vengeance on the ba- 
ronet fprdaring to make havQC amongst 
the hearts of those which, had been 
previously surrendered to others. 
Hisjjliprtified pride and his jealous 
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rage were but little calmed, when on 
his re-appearance in thejcrowd^ room, 
he saw Sir Edward in the midst of a 
fine junto of belles who seemed to hang 
on his words,and to swallow with greedy 
delight, the profuse'compliiiients which 
he scattered around him. The eyes of 
most of the visitors were directed to- 
wards this centre of attraction from 
every corner of the room ; while the 
object of such undivided attention ap- 
peared fully conscious o( his own at- 
tractive properties, and moved with all 
the self-importance of Homer's Gods. 

A few evenings after thi'sdiscomfiture 
of the gallant Linmore, in the list of 
notoriety, Sir Edward received a card 
of invitation to a select party of Lady 
Morgana Meredith's, where the jealous 
hero was once more destined to feel his 
own inferiority, and to witness the un- 
merciful flirtation of Lady Morgana 
with Sir Edward Hilvernon. In fact, 
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the polite baronet, anxious to shew him- 
self to the utmost advantage, played off 
the whole of his attractive accomplish* 
ments this evening with such effect, 
^ hat the weakly fortified heart of Lady 
Morgana, unable to resist such formi- 
dable and repeated attacks, suffered 
poor Linmore to be driven from the 
fortress, and surrendered it entirely to 
the fashionable baronet, who so con^- 
pletely outstripped his competitor, th^t 
the peer was unable to make any effort 
to recover bis lost ground, but appeared 
for awhile a motionless cipher in the 
room, and then suddenly retired in 
dudgeon, vowing vengeance against his 
recreant inamorata and her insolent 
paramour, who had eluded his hopes. . 
Regardless of his absence. Lady Mor- 
gana continued to flirt with Sir Edward, 
who, proud of the distinction with which 
he was honoured,returned her notice by 
his sqIc devotedness to her for the resi- 
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doe of the evening, to the great morti- 
fication o those belles who had calcu- 
lated upon sharing in the enviable favors 
of the young Adonis. In vain they 
addressed him, smiled, smirked, nodded, 
fluttered their fans, coughed, hemmed, 
hoped he did not take cold at Lady 
Marmon's rout, admired the brilliant 
which blazed in his bosom, complained 
of excessive fatigue and wished some 
one would hand them to a seat, dropped 
their handkerchiefs, begged him to 
favour them with his eau de luce^ 
sighed, simpered, complained of the 
indifierence of the fashionable young 
men of the present day who seemed to 
take more delight in decking their 
own persons than in paying their at<» 
tentions to the female sex, rejoiced that 
Sir Edward was an honourable excep- 
tion to the remarkyi&C; &c.- Hints, 
inuendoes, and insinuati^ris, were all lost 
upoBi the baronet, until,. at length. 
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tired with their own exertions, and en- 
raged at his stupidity, the ladies trip- 
ped away to attract the notice of some 
ess insensible hero in gallantry. 

At the close of the evening when 
Sir Edward returned to his residence, 
he began to ruminate on the conquest 
he had made, and as Lady Morgana was 
a brilliant constellation in the hemis- 
j)here of fashion, he resolved to attach 
himself to her for a time,aIthough he was 
not by any means disposed to unite his 
fate with a person of her levity. He had 
understood that she was left, like himself, 
in the uncontrouled possession of a 
large fortune, and this circumstance had 
rendered her a favourite object of pur- 
suit to young men of broken fortunes. 
Lord Linmore, however, who was the 
accepted lover, until the unfortunate 
fippearance of Sir Edward, had not yet 
dissipated his paternal inheritance, al- 
though if rumour spoke correctly, his 
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resources were rapidly decaying ; and 
his constant boast amongst his com- 
panions was, that Lady Morgana's 
•fortune would speedily and effectually 
repair the breaches,> in his own, and re- 
store him to his former station and con- 
sequence in the fashionable world. Lady 
.Morgana had the character of a co« 
quette; although she .bad professed 
an attachment to Linmore, and allow- 
ed him to escort her on all occasions, 
and to take those licences which would 
only be conceded a favoured suitor, 
she still kept a string of gallants 
within her beck, in order that, on 
proper occasions, she might still dis- 
play her independence by a little flirta- 
tion, in order to mortify and humble 
the teazing Linmore. Such a charac- 
ter as this was not consonant to Sir Ed- 
ward^s ideas of propriety ; and, while 
he was willing to trifle away his idle 
hours with her, he firmly resolved to 
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guard himself against anjr atfempf to 
inveigle him into a more serious con- 
nection. 

While at his breakfast the following 
morning. Sir Edvrard wbs petrified with 
astonishment^ by the receipt of a mes- 
sage from Lord Linmore, which was 
conveyed by a friend^ and which called 
on Sir Edward either formally and pub^ 
lickly to renounce his pretensions to 
Lady Morgana Meredith^ or to give 
satisfaction for the injury he bad done 
to Linmore in destroying his hopes 
and happiness. Notwithstanding the 
baronet had just formed his resolution 
to pay no serious court to the lady in 
question, the tone and tenor of this 
message were such that he could not 
not wave his pretensions to her par^^ 
tiality without justly incurring the 
charge of cowardice^ and be according- 
ly agreed to meet Lord Linmore on 
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the following morning, to give hinx the 
desired satisfaction. 

Sir Edward now found himself in an 
awkward predicament, for though ^ 
man of courage, he felt no particular 
desire to enter into a contest, which 
might have a fatal termination, on such 
light grounds, and for a female to whom 
he was in reality altogether indifferent. 
Retraction, however, had he wished 
it, was impossible, without a sacrifice 
of his own honor and the notoriety 
he had obtained, and, with a resolution 
to meet the event calmly, he set about 
those arrangements which were neces- 
sary to be adopted, in the probaUe 
prospect of an unhappy termina- 
tion. 

In the course of the evening, be 
called on a young man of family and 
fortune, with whom he had formed a 
slight acquaintance, and succeeded in 
obtaining his consent to accompany 
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him to the place of meeting in the 
Green-Park. Sir Edward had received 
a card from Lady Morgana for her 
party the same evening; but he re- 
solved, under present circumstances, 
to send an apology ascribing his ab- 
sence to an indisposition. 

The dawn of the next day aroused 
the baronet and his second, and they 
hastened without delay, to the appoint- 
ed spot, where Linmore was waiting, 
a<::companied by his second and sur- 
geon. Every attempt to pacify the 
jealous peer proved abortive, and the 
ground being measured, the comba- 
tants exchanged shots ineffectually. 
Again the . seconds interfered, and 
again failed of success, Linmore in- 
sisting on the baronet's immediate re- 
linquishment of Lady Morgana, while 
Sir Edward plainly declared his inten- 
tion to enter into no terms which tended 
to compromise his honour. The pat- 
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ties once more took their stand, and 
fired a second time, when the ball of 
Sir Edward's weapon entered the side 
of his antagonist and he fell to the earth. 
The surgeon pronounced the wound 
dangerous, and Sir Edward, after leav- 
ing a note for Lady Morgana, explain- 
ing the circumstances of the case, de- 
parted instantly for his country resi- 
dence; while his frJend remained in 
London, to transmit to him such par- 
ticulars respecting Lord Linmore as 
should direct him in his future Cpn* 
duct. 



42 



CHAPTER II. 



Sir Edward's note was delivered to 
Lady Morgana as she was stepping 
into her carriage^ with a friend who had 
just called on her, to pay a few morning 
visits. From the agitated look of the 
messenger^ and his pronouncing in a 
low voice the name of Hilvernori, h^r 
ladyship was immediately struck with 
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an apprehension that some ill had be- 
fallen the object of her solicitude. Pre- 
▼ious to the arrivjalof the billet, her 
mind was ill at ease ; for the absence of 
Sir Edward on the preceding evening 
added to the whispers which had reach- 
ed her ear of an appointment betwixt 
the baronet and Lord Linmore, had 
shaken her serenity and fortitude most 
severely. When she received the note^ 
therefore, after apologizing to Lady 
Teazewell for her absence, she hastily 
returned into the house, and tore it 
open; but no sooner had her eyes 
glanced its contents, than her emotions 
became so violent, that it was with dif* 
ficulty slie could reach her boudoir f, 
and send to request the presence of 
Lady Teazewell. 

" My dear friend ;" exclaimed Lady 
Morgana, as soon as she could find a 
vent for the emotions of her soul — ^^my 
beloved Sir Edward— I nieau^ tfca \\V- 
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lain Linmore ! Pshaw 1 my agitation 
overpowers me : there, has been an un- 
fortunate duel in which Linmore has 
been severely wounded, and Sir Edward 
Hilvernon is obliged to fly ! oh ! I shall 
break my heart, the dear fellow !*' 
^ *^ Aye, indeed it is a melancholy 
business!" replied . Lady Teazewell, 
" poor Linmore is much attached* to 
you — mutual affection,and promised fair 
to produce happiness. It is a sad thiilg 
to be so cruelly disappointed ! But do 
not grieve, my dear Lady Morgana, his 
wound may not. be so dangerous asyOu 
imagine ; a few days and a little atten- 
tion will perhaps restore him. But I 
wish that scoundrel baronet maj be 
taken : an insolent fellow : to lift his 
hand against a lord, and such a gallant, 
handsome, spirited young nobleman 
too ! I am very sorry, my dear I-ady 
Morgana, to hear of your misfortune, 
but never mind ; it may all end jirell. 
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mid' you may yet keep your lover! 
Bless me, it is pati^i!*wo o'clock, and I 
promised to be with Mii^ Bankerman by 
twelve. Try and corn pose yourself my 
deaV Lady MbrgAna 5 your spirits are 
much ruffled at |>resent, and it would 
be 'wrong to venture out, until your 
agitation has subsided a little.'* 

As Lady Teazewell concluded, she 
rose from hei-seat, and prepared to quit 
the apartment, but Lady Morgana 
forcibly detained her, exclaiming — 
** One moment, my dear Lady Teaze- 
well, and I shall be better ! But you 
are mistaken as to the cause of my 
gtief; for how can you imagine, for an 
instant, that t could feel sorrow for the 
fate of an unprincipled wretch, who 
could raise his hand against the elegant, 
the accomplished. Sir Edward Hilver- 

■ 

non. If is the danger of the baronet 
which alarms me, for if Linmore should 
die, the law might requ\ve ^ ^\^'^^^vJv. 
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sacrifice ! oh ! m j bead is giddy> with 
apprehension ! Curses on that villain 
who could' thus pkinl^ a dagger in my 
happiness i yet for Sir Edward's sake 
I hope be will not die pf this wound I" , 
Lady Teaze well was one of those rer 
tailers of family secrets and domest^ 
slandei;, which owe their origin to the 
rankness of fashionable manners. She 
had learned to connect the business of 
every one with her own; incessantly 
in pursuit of information, she spent hec 
days in acquiring, and her evenings m 
communicating knowledge of every 
description* The sixty-fifth winter 
bad not passed over her head, without 
leaving behind evident traces of its prof- 
gress; and an additional hour at tier 
toilet became necessary to conceal the 
ravages of the arch enemy of exterior 
beauty. But» although her form began 
to tremble benoath the repeated strokes 
of time> her mental organization re- 
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tnaiined unshaken, and her memory^ 
thanks to its continual exercise^ still 
tetained the pertinacity which had 
distinguished it for the last thirty years. 
Yet such is the ai;)surd effect of vanity 
on the human aiind» that she still hoped 
to pass for a young, witty and wanton 
girl, who possessed withal sufficient 
prudence to preserve herself from even 
the suspicion of an intriguing dispo;^- 
tion. She rouged unmercifully s art- 
fully concealed the wrinkles in her fore- 
head^ assumed an arch and imposing 
pair of eyebrows ; and, by the dentist's 
assistance boasted a set of regular teeth, 
which might vie with the most beauti- 
ful ivory indelicacy, and the symmetry 
and proportion of which put nature to 
the blush for her clumsy architecture. 

Lady Teazewell had contributed to 
amuse, if siie failed to ornament, the 
circles of fashion for about forty y^arf, 
a period^ in high life, considered e<\av^ 
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volent to eternity;' but her voluble 
propensities had proved so repulsive to 
the male part of society, that she had 
in secret sighed, and in public ogled for 
a husband without effect. She found 
her company sought for by none but 
an tiqu^ed spinsters, toothless and age-^ 
worn widows, prudish misses, and that 
malignant species of bachelor which is 
described as the male gossip, who mere- 
ly associated with her to gratify a slan- 
derous inclination. In such circles. 
Lady Teazewell was looked apon as the 
priestess of scandal, oracle of. slander -, 
and, whenever a fashionable male or 
female was assailed with some new ac^' 
ciisation, there was seldom much dif- 
ficulty to trace the rumour to its source. 
In consequence of this liability to injure 
private characters, her ladyship, it is 
true, was frequently exposed to the 
menaces and insults of those whom she 
had attacked^ but she felt no hesitation 
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mot shame in sheltering herself behind 
the privilege of her sex, and thus elud- 
ing that punishment which, under dif- 
^rent circamstances, would have fallen 
lipon her* ^ 

Bjr several domestic casualties Ladj 
Teazewell had become possesi^ l^f a 
rcry considerable property ; and, hav- 
ing outlived all the other branches q( 
the family^ the pti^ietiiity of its link 
rested entirely in herself; and there 
unless that scandal had been founded in 
rerity which cg/Ht^red on her tlie un« 
acceptable namtr^f ; mother^ the chain 
. was destined to be broken. Yet if the 
irritated shades of her ancestors could 
^ve appeared befox:e her, and have ex* 
pressed their sentimelits on herbehavi* 
9ur» they could not justly hare imputed 
the sad misfortune to any fault or omis- 
fion of her's ; since she had moxe than 
^pce thrown off that habUimeata yQleg; 
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td modestt/j which is growiiig daily 
more and more un fashion able, and had 
actually dispatched 627/e^ doux, loye 
odes m\d son^iets (reader! she was 
esteemed a poetess !) to those who 
found favour in her eyes ; yet such was 
the insensibility of mankind ; or such 
%he eiranescent quality of her attrmc* 
tions, that she uniformly fail^ of suq- 
cess ^ and in one instance only^ did site 
even obtain ^ reply to her epistlel The 
youth whom she had addressed proved, 
unfortunately, a bkint tmmannerly 
feeder of cattle, who had acquired 
'Weahh inexhaustible^ without that polite 
-polish which generally accompaniea it 
He had shown the amorous effiasion . to 
one of his associates, by whose advice 
and assistance, he penned an unman* 
nerly reply, requesting Lady Teazewell^ 
if she was discontented with her prq- 
«ent situation, to chuse for her mate Sir 
Jotm Tader, wbese babits and appeuy 
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ance were ctmge^iil to her own. i Sir 

John was a^out eightj ^x, « m&rtyrr 

Xo tlie gout» possessing a CQuntenanbe 

^I^ich .migbt ^bave served as a unodel 

^ Li^cifer, dmcQiitented» murmuriiig 

wcessBSKtly^ incai^aUe of risiog &ow 

^he chair m ;which he urns iwheeled 

'itibibUtf jaad a liiacbelor. The inBnlt was 

fek deeply hyijsidy Teazewell wlso §dr 

AHue days kept her bed from mortifica^ 

4ian ; i^od no soonerdid sbe tie-immerge 

iAto iifeythan the significant winks of 

tbe beaux of &sliiou, and their uncivil 

jests on fhe/rolicksome pair, as her lady* 

jship aad Sir Jobii werestyjed in derision^ 

'^90 completely destroy ed.the equilibrtum 

lof kermiiid liiat she could not entirely 

' Kcover from the horrid shock she ha^ 

dpeeeiyed^ forsome years^ uittii the death 

ipfSir Johaot had silenced the punning. 

irreverential tongues of her numerous 

enemies. 
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Her ladyship had introduced hel^If 
to Lady Morgana about two years 
f Ince,^ and as the latter had become a 
conspicuouscharacter in high lif^, Lady 
Teazeweli had attached herself to her 
with more than comipon assiduity, and 
had insinuated herself into the friend^^ 
ship of her new acquaintance. It \i 
probable that, had Lady Morgana 
made herself intimate with the charac* 
ter and disposition of her visitor, she 
would have hesitated before she would 
have given her encouragement to re^ 
peat her calls ; but Lady Morgan^ 
was unhappily the slave of fashion, and 
the code of lawdto which she paid her 
obedience considered intrinsic merit ai 
ia negative accomplishment, which 
might be readily dispensed with in thft 
presence of family or wealth. Lady 
Teazeweli visited Miss Bankerton, and 
boasted of her intimacy with the Map» 
chioness of Dorun, she could not ther« 
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fore be ato tanwelbome visitor at 'Ladjr 
Morgana^S) wiiose hodse in Cavendish! 
Square was equally opeD to all the herd 
of fashion. Lady Teazewell was an 
eiitertaining companion, in the absence 
of all company; and her conversation 
tended to dissipate that terrible ennui 
which preys oh the beauty and constitu«. 
tion of the female, " like a worm i' the 
bud:" how then- could the doors of 
LadyMorgana's house be closed against* 
such an acquisition i Impossible I s^p: 
might: come at all times, to public l 
parties or secret interviews^ wheneveiT^ 
she felt disposed to mingle with the 
gay, or whenever she had a budget of 
news to open, whenever she wished to 
blacken alady's fair fame, or to expand 
upon the recently discovered infidelity 
of some titled paragon of domestio^ 
virtue. ! 

. Lad/ TeazeweU VvaVva^ \>essok. Vst 
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inher €di^erue9»ia<k>i^mtUefmnd^}pAj^ 
of a new coDSteHatioti^ was totallj^ ig^* . 
norant of the change which bad takeo 
place in Lady Morgana's affectioda; 
on the first intelligenc^y therefore, of , 
thedae) between Sir Edward and Loh 
morey sbe had mistaken the trae sektrce^' 

of her friend's uneasiness; hot no sooner * 

^ » 

was she undeceived in .this' point by La^- 
dy Morgana's last words than abe has-^, 
t^ed to unsay what she had taken so 
much painsy and dispdayed so mucil 
doquence in expressing. 

"Well, I always thought that your 
ladyship displayed a want of taste in. . 
selecting Lord Linmore ;— ^-not that his. 
person is so disagreeable neither, nor 
yet his manners. . He is a spirited fel- 
low too, always in an intrigue ov a 
scrape ; and if he is doomed to expe* 
rlejice 50be mortiiicatloti^ Ke alwayt 
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emerges with a vast iocrease of honour 
and celebrity. Yet there was a somq-^ 
thing about him ; a kind of a^ — sort of 
a-Hlescription of a — ^what shall I call it?, 
a wiint of a — a degree of a--*a strange 
unaccountable a*^in short, a^-^I am. at 
a ll>ss to express my abhorrence of that 
particular^ a — that curious, singular^ 
e€<^ntric way of a—Disgust arises at 
jthe idea> an4 checks my usual facility 

of speech, but your ladyship will rea* 

.J 

dily perceive that I allude to his mode 
of a-^lxis monstrous absurd a — the vo- 
cabulary of fashion is horribly deficient 
in Ihis-particular. I do not know what 
term to adopt in this instance. It should 
be (Secisivei comprehensive, yet speci* 
fie/ emphatical, appropriate, carrying 
the idea in the sound ; let me see, a— 
a whimsical, odd, a — an inconceivable, 
inexpressible, unintelligible, unfashion- 
'able^ immoderate^ invariable,, a^Ui 

d4 
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brief, my dear lady Morgatiar--a ^# 
ne scat quoi /*' 

" Really, 'my dear Lady TeazeweH, 
you are the best at description that ever 
I met with. You elucidate your mean«» 
ing so admirably, so clearly, so de* 
finitely, without intermingling thosd 
'humb' and Mias,'and other interpolations 
which persons of slow speech are com* 
pelled to have recourse to! Ha! ha! h^| 
I am astonishingly edified ! Poor Lin» 
more ! if epithets were but substantial 
principles, how would thy characte^ 
have withstood such a tremendous voU 
ley 1 Ha ! ha ! ha ! Pardon me, my 
dear Teazewell, but really you are so 
entertaining to-day — your humour \9 
irresistible, absolutely ! But to be se- 
rious: I have not cast off Linmore/of 
any of those unutterable defects which 
you seem to have discovered; these iu)n* 
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deiA^ript failings which affi3rd such a 
wide scope for displaying your skill in 
selecting synonymous adjectives. I sim- 
ply rejected him hecause I liked Sir 
Edward Hilvernon better; and the jea- 
lous prig, forsooth, must caper away, 
and shew his obstinacy and rrritability^ 
by caDing^ out Sir Edward, and thus as- 
pire to my affections over the breath- 
less corse of his antagonist I But I like 
not such methods, not I, and Linmord 
has lost the little hold he did retain oit 
my esteem! But pardon me, my dear 
Teazewell, for quizzing you a little; 
jou Ibokso monstrous grslve that Icoitld 
ahirost swear that you ar& angry with 
me. Come, come, let me see tbiit be- 
witching face again dressed in a garb of 
smiles such' as those which are used to 
find a habitation there." 

•*Well, my dear Lady Morgana," 
replied Lady Teazewell, " I will for- 

D5 
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give yon; tl^ougb, to speak my mind 
caiklidly, I wa9 much incUned tb resent 
your lively ridicule; it is so provoking 
t6 be laughed at! But I will yet make 
you sensible of what I mean to say 
respecting Lord Linmore^ I am deter* 
mined. My deficiency in terms of ex^: 
pressipn is solely to be attributed to tha 
excess of my feelings which absolute^" 
ly smothered the infant ideas, befort 
they could attain any degree of matur 
fity. — There, that was expressed well 
enough, I think ; and shall I submit to 
be foiled in describing a monkish kind 
of a — ^that is, a ridiculous affectation 
of a— a vulgar, coarse — Well, upon my 
word, 'this is mofit surprising, that I 
fhonld make myself appear so ridicur 
lous. Yet I bad the expression two 
or three times ready to start from my 
tongue. But I am so confounded, that I 
cannot again make an attempt todeli^ 
ver my sentiments. ^ 
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Ladf Morgana had with grea^t dlffi* 
«uHy suppressed her risibility to the 
clo8e> when unable any longer to re8«» 
traio herself* she burst forth into aloyd 
•nd continued fit of laugbt^r^ whil^ 
Lady.TeftHewell with every mark pf 
the most bitter auger, sat biting her 
lipa» and playing with the seals qf her 
vafteb* andknittiDg ber brow, uatit her 
•ttwtion was arrested by the apolo^y^ 
tf hfyiy Morgana uttered in an uo^. 
itmtdy tooe of voice, and interrijptpd 
1)jf ^casional fits of laughter of the nio»$t 
violent defHpription* 

^'Indeed* iodeed, roy dear Il-ady 
Teazewell, I ao) *eiry sorry* extremely 
sorry for my rudeness ^ but if you would 
vi^ to save me from disrupting a blood 
vrf»9eli for heaven's sake do not 4ud 
iJNilt with iiinmore. I know well what 
you mean to say respecting him, and 

lit me intreat you by ^pftring hmt M 
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spare me from another fit of laughter f 
Nay, you look too grave by half; gra^ 
vity does not become your features! 
Could you but behold the irresistible 
attraction which a sweet smile (such ad 
your's generally are) diffuses over your 
countenance; could you but see thd 
angelic expression of goodae^s which 
it tlirows over your features, I am ceri* 
tain you would never again suffer 9 
frown to disfigure them. Heavens f 
how charmingly you smile! Permit me 
to lead you to the mirror> that you may 
^ee I do not flatter you I There isbeau^ 
ty ; J think I am inspired by it Oh ! 
that I was a man to pluck the celestiat 
bud from your coral lips I" 

LadyTeazewell was as fond of flatterf 
as any lady of her standing in the lists 
of fashion. It had the power at all times 
to disarm her of her anger, and to con« 
vert displeasure into a passion of thii 



61 



most opposite nature. Lady Morgan^ 
was well aware of the vulnerable part 
of her friend; and, as she had no wish 
to offend her, she resolved to bring her 
into good humour again by a well-timed 
attack on her weakness. The effect 
was instantaneous, and the ironical 
praises of the fair offender abundantly 
compensated for the illnatured ridi* 
cule she had indulged at the expence 
of Lady TeazewelL The antiquated 
helUy with all possible rapidity, dressed 
her countenance in the most killing of 
her smilbs, and patting Lady Morgana 
4>n the head with her fan, replied— 

•* Oh I my dear friend, you are such 
a flatterer! I declare you raise a blush 
on my cheeks ! But really you should 
not indulge so much in your volubility; 
for if I had not been the best-tempered 
creature in the world,I should have gone 
away directly, irretrievably offended by 
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j&^v dif rrimefnt on accoqnt of my ' 
aUnpmering. Butyouknow> my dear 
Lady Morgana, I atn not accustomed 
to be at such a loss, my ideas are in 
geperal very obedient to my call. But 
I forgive you on condition that you do^ 
not repeat the offence , for indeed it Ui- 
l^orrible to be thought ridiculous ^ ther^ 
is nothing so disgusting to my feelinga 
except that worst of all expressions>o/€f. 
But I dare say, my dearj you ara • 
anxious to learn some particul^s recK 
pectir^g Lord Linmore'« wound, which 
J hope is not dangerous, for the deiuf 
Sir £dward'|9i sake ; and aa I am gdiog" 
to Miss Bankerton's we shall be quite 
in the way of hearing all about it How 
charming you look, my dear, a little 
more rouge just hero ^ yourhat a little 
more off your iace. What a diving 
creature ! I wish Sir Edward was ber# 
ta aee you in tbi$ dre^^ ^ I am rare h^ 
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wouM be quite s^!ick dumb with ad* 
miration/' 
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Lady Morgana could not refraia 
from smiling, as she replied, ** You ar§ 
kind to forgive me, my dear Lady 
Teaaeweli j and I thank you for all your 
fine compliments. I wish indeed Sir 
Edward was here ! But let u% not dally 
My; longer, for I am dying to know 
larhat state Linmore is in, and what the 
world says of this meeting. Heigbo I 
laug;liit)g so. immoderately seems^ to have 
discom^posed my nervous system : I feel 
indeed uncommonly depressed at this 
rooinent J or p^i^h^ps, my agitation majF 
be occasioned by the sudden recunrenq^ 
of the probability that Sir Ed ward, may 
even at this moment be in danger^ 
while I am indulging ifisuch inexcusa^ 
ble levity- Well, well, I shall in^prov^ 
as I grow older; and grave airs aji^not 
suiteoi to the fashionable tasle pf the 
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present day. Coitfe, my deal* Lady 
Teazewell, I feel my spirits somewhat 
lighter ^ lend me your arm, my indis- 
position was but momentary. I am 
myself again." 

The chariot was still at the dooTi 
and the ladies stepping into it^ were 
conveyed in a few moments to Miss 
Bankerton's, where Lady Morgana WM 
already sufficiently known to render a 
formal introduction unnecessary. With 
her usual rapidity of utterance. Lady 
Teazewell ran through her whole cata* 
logue of slander, while Miss Banker-^ 
ton, who was herself only some five 
years younger thaii her antique visitor, 
listened with an avidity of appetite, 
which was only equalled by the eager* 
ness of her informant to put her in pos- 
session of all theiircana of fashioaablis 
scandal. 
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Lady Morgana listened for §ome 
time in the hope of hearing the subject 
started which of all others most in- 
terested her feelings, but long did she 
attend in vain ; and at length she sunk 
into a state of stupid indifference and 
inattention, from which, however, she 
was suddenly roused by the following 
quei^tion from Lady Teazewell to hejr 
friend: 

** Have you heard, my dear, of ths 
affair between Lord Linmore and Sir 
Edward Hilvernon ; and can you tell 
me if his Lordship's wound is danger^ 
ous?*' 

«« My dear Teai:ewell,*' answered 
Miss Bankerton, " the surgeons have 
given but faint hopes of his recovery i 
it is a very mysterious affair, and per- 
haps Liady Morgana may be able to 
ibrow some light upon iu Que t^ 
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port says it arose from a difference at 
Brooke's ; and another attributes it to 
love. Sir Edw&rd Laving supplatkted. 
Lord Linmore in the affections of some 
lady of fashion and beauty/* 

" Whatever may have been the cause 
mad am /''replied Lady Morgana^ '♦ the 
consequence has been unfortunate; but 
I am convinced that the conduct of Sir 
Edwarci KilveaT-cn has been no 'other* 

wise than strictly honourable. But 
pray, madam, have you any authority 
for saying that the wound of Lord Lin- 
more is considered dangerous." 

"Oh! dear, no, madam," answered 
the tattling spinster, "only from com* 
mon report. I am sure I shall be glad 
to hear of his Lordship's recovery. Ma- 
tjy hearts will overflow if he dies ; and 
as for Sir Edward, I don't know muck 
of him; but you have answered for the 
lionourable motives of his conduct on 
this occsfsioB, and I dare say you spokof 
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on no liglrt gronnds— you arc no doubt 
ttelt acquainted with his motives and 
his sentiEDents. I wish him well out of 
the scrape also. Oh ! no, madam, I 
have no authority, I assure you, I 
speak froflb common rumour entirely. 
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Two, other gossips at this moment 
entering^ prevented Lady Mprgana 
firom enquiring, and Mis^ Bankertou 
fromxominunicating any farther on the 
soibject; and as the conversation was 
imme^ately directed into a new chan- 
nel. Lord Linnlore and Sir Edward 
were speedily lost sight of in the deluge 
of new slander which these loquacious 
females elicited. 

* Lady Morgana herself, once or twice 
caught herself listening to the tales of 
the antiquated ladies,with the profound- 
el^ attention ; when, suddenly check- 
icr^ the inclination to attend to the scan- 
dal any longer, she asked. Viet^^ \Cws*^ 
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qualifications she boasted which gsft 
her a right to mingle with such society ? 
Am I an antiquated spinster ? Have I no 
followers who can afford me a more 
pleasing subject of conversation ? Aoi 
I forced to display the eternal activity 
of my tongue in order to draw off the 
attention of those who are in my pre* 
sence, from contemptating the ravager 
which ,time has made upon my com* 
plexion ? No, no, I am young ; I have 
followers! Heigho ! poor Sir Edward 1 
I wish he was here to diversify the 
theme occasionally. But I will stay 
here no longer; I feel myself complete- 
ly out of my clement: I will return 
home, and write to Sir Edward: yes, 
I will write, for he will have need of 
fome consolation in his troubles. 

As soon as Lady Morgana had thus 
resolved, she addressed herself to Lady 
Teazewellj enquiring if she should 
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have the pleasure of her company te 
Cavendish Square, as she had some 
trifling duties to perform which pre- 
vented her from remaining out anj 
longer. Her ladyship^ however, de« 
dined to avail herself of the offer ; and 
Lady Morgana, in spite of the most 
pressing solicitations to lengthen her 
visit and hear the news of Lady Dorothy 
-Drimbow, who vowed she had a most 
delightful budget to open, threw herself 
into the vehicle, leaving the gossipa 
petrified at her incurious disposition, 
wondering that such a charming young 
iady should be so totally destitute of 
taste and discernment ; and declaring 
their astonishment that she could for a 
moment tliink of her own duties, when 
80 much more real happiness was to ba 
derived from interfering in the business 
oCothers, and in feasting on the luscious 
banquet which scandal offered daily to 
its: FOtaries. 
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As soon as this first emotions of sun 
prise had subsided. Lady TeazeweM 
made a motion for her companions to 
listen to something she had to commu- 
nicate, ^^ and (said she) you may depend 
upon the correctness of what I say, for 
I had it not ati hour ago from Lady 
Morgana's own mouth, so that yoa 
need not fear to repeat it, in confidence. 
Lord Linmore caught Sir Edward Hit 
vernon on his knees before Lady Mbr* 
gana, kissing her hand with the most 
affectionate greediness, and when he 

• called the baronet to account for his 
' behaviour, the latter challenged him' to 

* the field, and his lordship is just dead» 
or dying of the wounds he received 
indeed it is a most shameful business, 
for Lord Linmore was the favorite lover 
t)f Lady Morgana, and the day wAs 
fixed for the wedding; but her ladyship 
unfortunately saw Sir Edward, and 
poor Linmore has not only been rejected 
by his mistress^ but has been called out 
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jpq;i4.slu>( for daring to say tie liad a 
prior claim to the lady's affections !" 

'^ Humph !'*. returned Miss Banker- 
toih — ^!! I. don't wonder at my lady's 
^ tossiog up ber bead, and answering noe 
so stiffly;, when I hinted that she could 
perhaps throw some light on that bnsi* 
. niBss! aye, aye, I have long suspected 
,thi(tLady lllorgana wasDo great things 
at bottom;, and, I Arerily believe, it will 
tura out, by and bye, that she is no 
lid^lec tl)^n she ought to be. No won- 
der that;, she* wouldn't stay, any longer, 
Ibjr I dare say her conscience told Iv^r 
^tbat £^e might expect to hear some un^ 
pleasant truths, if she remained in our 
^enlightened company.. Well, well! I 
'Wish she was reformed, with all my 
heait, for ifntriguing women are vei^ 
(dangerous to youth. We have muc^ 
jres^n to rejoice that heavefi has givea 
«s«D ttnch prudence." 
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Lady Dorothy Drimbotr had with 
jonich exertion prevailed upon herself 
to keep silence daring this discouraei 
but her patience was now entirely ex« 
bausted^ and after coughing and benw 
ming for some time with progressivdjT 
increasing ' violence, she returncil— « 
^ What is the world come too, my dear 
Miss Bankerton, that women of our 
irreproachable virtue should be insulted 
by the presence of such a demirep as 
Lady Morgana Meredith. Why t 
know, for I have it from the best autho* 
rity, that Lord Linmore intercepted 4 
pott from her ladyship aptpointing an 
assignation last night with Sir Edward^' 
by moon^light in Pall Mall. His lord* 
•hip went, in the room of Sir Edward^ 
but unfortunately, the baronet happened 
to pass at the time, when Lady Mor« 
^na called to him, and he came up, 
(ind knocked Lord Linmore down ; a 
challenge followed^ and the duel Wok 
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place this morning, when Lord Ltn« 
mwe was shot through the hearty and 
Sir Edward had his brains blown out; 
and, of course, they both died without 
saying a word* This is the truth of the 
matter, for I had it from a gentleman, 
who went by, and assisted to carry the 
bodies to a neighbouring public house ; 
so you may depend upon dt as quite 
correct** 

" And I am sure, my lady Dorothy,'* 
exclaimed LadyTeazewell, *^ that what 
I have told -is perfectly right, for instead 
of Sir Edward >eing killed, rt was only 
Lord Linmore ; and I hope my friends 
will allow meio know who am in habits 
of intimacy with Lady Morgana. It 
is re^y provoking to be contradicted, 
when one is -so very certain of the par- 
ticulars of the fact. Pardon me, my 
Lady Dorothy;! am Tatiier pettish 

ttiis morning ; but I 'know y<m ^x^ *^^ 
VOL. L E 
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ways the first to correct youiFself whet 
you are discovered to be in a mistake." 

*^ Mistake indeed, JLady Teazewell I** 
answered Lady Dorothy, while J>er 
eyes beamed with the most furious in- 
dignation, and she could scarcely keep 
lierfieat. ^^I am under no mistake, I 
assure you, my Lady. I know toe 
well my authority ; and I am never ia 
the custom of repeating tales from a 
-doubtful source. No, no ^ Lady l^eaa^ 
well. 3 it is evidently you who are mis^ 
taken.; for my friend assisted to carry 
the poor fellow into the nearest house; 
so that it is impossible for me to be 
incorrect. You should recollect ygur- 
self. Lady Teazewell, before you con* 
tradict persons who have better means* 
of information than yoursel£* 

As she concluded, she tossed her 
liead triumphantly, and cast ^ lopk of 
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Conscious sruperiority round the room, 
while tlie rest of the <5ompany nodded 
credence to her tale ; bat her victory 
was short, ftrr Lady Teazewell anxious 
to preserve her own <^redit, instantly 
letbrted — 

^ I'll teM you what, my lady, I know 
tny authority better than you do your*s; 
for I saw a laote from Sir Edward to 
JLady Morgana,, about an hour ago, in 
IvWch he says decidedly that he has 
killed Lord Linmore, and I think we 
may safely judge, by implication, that 
he was himself alive when he wrote the 
note. There my Xady, what say yoa 
to that?'' 

**What *do I say?" returned the 
enraged Lady Dorothy — " why I say 
it is all a tale made up to save your 
credit and to injure minel But it 
wo'u't do, my lady, my re\iuteX\ft»w 
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stands on too high ground to be hurt 
by any malignity." 

Lady Teazewell replied furiously; 
and the other persons present taking a 
part in the dispute^ the violence of dis« ' 
^ussion became at length so outrageous, 
that the spinsters could not hear each 
other's arguments, and they, according- 
ly, had recourse to physical means of 
deciding the dispute* The consequence 
of this resort to arms was a speedy ter* 
mination of the controversy, and the 
dispersion of the company, who retired 
some with the loss of their caps, others 
their €^e-brows, some were untoothed 
and others unrouged $ ,and all .<:ursing 
Lady Morgana^ Sir Edward smd his 
antagonist. 
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CHAPTER III. 



When Lady Morgana reached Caven* 
diah Square^ a variety of contending ;, 
emotions struggled for the predomi** 
nance in her bosom. Sir Edward had 
risked his life on her account, and sure* 
ly there could be lio impropriety in 
writing a few lines to offer him conso^ 
lation^ yet Sir Edward himself might 
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consider such a proceeding indelicate; 
and thus the means she should employ 
to promote her views might Jead to their 
prevention. Were she to pursue the 
dictates of her hearty ^he should casi 
off this superfluous modesty, and inform 
him of the state of her affections more 
explicitly than she had done. But it 
was f he effect of such an avowal which 
suspended her mind *^ in doubtful bal« 
ance"— would it increase or diminish 
bis love for her ? This was a serious 
consideration, and ought not to be lightly . 
disposed of. It was a serious and deli- 
cate dilemma, and it involved her hap- 
piness ; she bad examined her hearts 
and was convinced that Sir Edward 
held a more uncpntrouled sway thero 
than she could even have wished. But 
it was too late to resist the impressions 
which were already too deeply rooted 
to admit of eradication^ and it only re« 
Viain^ for ^ber to shape her condoct ^ 
siccording to the rule* of ^vo^\:v€ty^ 
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"WWIe in this state of- micertaii)tr, 
makirfg and unmaking her resolutions* 
with astonishing facility^ a letter was. 
pat into her hands ; which she hastily 
frroke open with the hope that it might 
Contain some tidings of Hilvernon^ but 
the hand writing was strange to her, 
sHid the contents ran as follow -y — 



Ashhjfj Leieesiershin^ 
June 10, 1779. 

^ My dear Ntecf^ 

*< I dare say you will be surprised td 
Hear from any one who claims relation- 
ship to you, but a little reflectiofi will 
ca!l to mind yoilr late mother's brother^ 

• 

who was used 4o dandle you on bis 
knee, and who has* often given you 
money to buy ei^pensive things whicb 
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my sister refused to purchase for yon. 
I have lived in this spot twenty-four 
years> during which time I have buried 
a wife and three daughters^ finei hand- 
some girls as ever ddighted a father's 
heart.^ They had grown nearly to 
maturity, and the purest roses in my 
gardens possessed not a more beautifiil 
colour than that which nature bad pen- 
ciled on their cheeks; young men of 
opulence sought their smiles; and, 
amonjgst them, my girls chose three of 
the most deserving. The day of their 
Qnion was fixed, and was at hand, when 
the clouds of fate shed impervious Qight 
upon the brightening prospect, and 
sbut out the sunshine of hope for ever. 
The three intended bridegrooms had 
made a fishing party on the day precede 
ing the one fixed on for the wedding ; 
but, on their return,, a gale sprung up 
and iq the short space of a few minutes 
the whole of the happy groupe found 
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a watery grave. From.the shore where 
I stood in expectation of their return^ 
I viewed the melancholy catastrophe^ 
and reason, shrinking from the terrible 
nght, forsook me for a time; bat I 
awoke to misery. Heaven, however, 
enabled me to bear up against the ad- 
verse stroke, but my wife, my Louisa, 
alas i I can scarcely proceed, she felt 
die shock more poignantly, and fell 
beneath it. One week beheld me wife* 
less, and almost childless ; I had how-^ 
evCT, one son left to me, who had been 
absent on a journey, and who* thusf 
escaped the wretched fate of his sisters. 
The waters soon yielded up^ their vic- 
tims, and ] followed them, weeping, to 
their grave, and then returned to the 
world, desolate and forsaken : all around 
me seemed a desart ; gaiety was^ pain- 
ful to my eyes, and the sound of mirth 
harrowed up my ears* Time however, 

E5 
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simtcLed away the bitternesa of my 
grief, 

•*Two years had rolled away> aod I 
liad ^nce more found a partial relistt 
for the pleasures of the world, when 
my sor), fired with a, thirst after cele- 
bnty, left me to fight under the ban* 
ners of his country. I could not resist 
his earnest in treaties, and in a sorrowful 
moment, I gave my reluctant consent, 
to his departure. I received ^ sevenJ 
letters from him, written in all the hey- 
day of his youthful bk>od; and the 
public letters of his commander did 
justice to his uncommon bravery. But, 
alas ! his flight was meteorous, his 
track through the political hemisphere 
was brilliant, but momentary ^ he d^z* 
zled by his splendors those who at* 
tempted to mark his progress, but be 
suddenly finished hi$ career, and left 
behind an impenetrable darkness. la 
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on engagement with a vast superiority* 
of numbers^ his gallaut band achieved , 
everlasting glory, but iu the hour of 
triumph he fell^ and as he joined the , 
shout of victory, the effort bore away 
bis gallant spirit. The news first ' 
reached me in the public prints, but 
grasping at every chance of hope, I' 
enquired at the war-^office, and received 
the sad confirmation of my fears, for* 
my son^ the heroic Fitzormond was no 
more. 

" My sorrow was deep and durable,. 
aad two years have again elapsed, since 
this last misfortune which has indeed 
pierced my heart. I am now alone, 
without a friend to whom I can confide 
my sorrows, without a companion to 
console me under them; . I have great • 
weialth^ and I seek^for its future posses- 
sor. Come to me^ Lady Morgana, and i 
% your presence smooth, the^ path^ 
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trhich yet remains forme to tread, and 
let me find at my close, a renewal of 
those pleasures which have 4)een so 
suddenly snatched away from me. You 
will find me a wayward old man, but I 
shall prove but a temporary restraint on 
your pleasures. I shall soon jcdn those 
who have left me here, and then yoo 
shall receive the reward of your kind- 
ness. Write to me by return of post, 
for I shall anxiously wait for your de- 
termination* 

^* Your affectionate uncley 

" Frederic Fitzormond*'* 



While Lady Morgana perused thi« 
letter she felt her tears flowing on the 
paper, and more than once she laid it 
down, to recover herself, and wipe 
away the overflowings of her grief. She 
well remembered that Sir Frederic Fitz* 



85 



ormond had been accustomed to vistt 
her mother^ and that she herself Was a 
particular favorite of the worthy baronet. 
But, owing to some family dispute, 
their intercourse had been suspended ; 
and, although I^dy Morgana had 
perused the tragical account of the fate 
of her cousins in some of the news« 
papers, her emotions^ had slumbered 
until this moment. 

**Thy troubles have indeed been 
heavy, my poor uncle,'* said she to 
herself; ^^ and although I am the slave 
of fashion, yet the voice of nature will 
be beard," As she said this she hid 
her face in her handkerchief and sobbed 
vidently. 

After the first gush of sorrow, she 
began to reflect what steps would be 
the best to pufrsue. She wished, by 
every means^ in her power, to alleviate 
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tke wretcbednesB of her uncle; but 
could not this be accomplished without 
secluding herself from the wprld t. Muit' 
she quit the circles of fashion> and be 
contented to rusticate for an unlimited 
time^ perhaps for ten^ j.wenty or thirty* 
years ? The idea wa$ terrible ; it. was 
not a. jot better than to be immured in 
a convent. Must she give up her usuaV 
amusements, her social and her card 
parties, her routes and masquerades, 
the del^hts of the theatres, the opera, 
the concert, rooms, the exhibition; and, 
forsaking the brilliant path of the most 
refined pleasure, retire to rural groveisr^. 
to mingle with quadrupeds, and listen 
to the stupid melody, of the birds ? 
Oh ! the thought was terrible as death,. 
To be sure the countrj^ might do for a 
temporary residence, now and then; 
once in a summer, when nature wore 
her most enchanting appearance; yet 
even then, to stay above> a- montlv. 
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would be a wretched bore. What then 
mustitbe, toremain there not only du- 
ringthelongsiimmermonthsybutthrough 
the gloomy days of winter^ when deep 
snows, bleak wmds and shivering frosts,, 
would render a walk impracticable? 
Bat even» supposing she could walk^ 
what was there to be seen 1 Trees dis- 
robed of their leaves ; and fields robbad 
of their verdure ; 'She might traverse a 
long extent of country, without meeting 
with a single individual, or ^litsiry 
mansion to relieve the barren sameness 
of the scene. Oh ! it must be mon* 
strously stupid, inconceivably dull,intol« 
erably tedious ; she should die to a 
certainty immediately after the first 
month. Would Sir Edvyard even visit 
ber in this barbarous region ? If he 
came now and then — but no, no ; even 
with him the horrors of the country 
would appear just as glaring and fright- 
ful. She was born for something better 
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than a fural life : slie could 'not consent 
to forego the homage which Was paid 
to her charms at every public route 
t^hich she freqcrented. To be praised 
at a country ball^ by all the gawkey 
squires and farmers, might be very well 
for those who had never moved in a 
more elevated sphere ; but to her, their 
praises would be odious, disgusting to 
a degree; she could not support the 
bare probability of being exposed to 
such sad mortification. 

What then was to be done ? There 
was no time to lose ; the baronet looked 
for an immediate reply ; and it would 
be cruel to disappoint his hopes. He 
must bo^ prevailed on to come to Lon- 
don ! To be sure his company would 
be a restraint ; but it would be tempo* 
rary ; she could devote a few hours in 
the day to him, and he would not be 
so unreasonable as to suppose she could 
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confine herself more at a ttme^ or more 
frequentljr. His fortune was a very 
desirable thing s when her mother livedo 
Lady Morgana had heard it stated at 
fifteen thousand a year, and how prettily 
this would augment her rent roll. She 
resolved to try what could be done by 
persuasion, and siie flattered herself 
that be would not be able to stand out 
against her eloquent and repeated 
intreatie?. 

ft 

As soon as she had thus made up her 
mind on the business, she proceeded 
to carry her plan into execution ; and, 
in a short time, she produced the fol- 
lowing letter which was sent off by that 
da^ 's post. 

Louden, June 12^ . 177d«. 

** My dear Uncle, 

^Your letter has produced in my 
mind the strongest emoliooa ol s^tcv^^^ 
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tliy. I liave wept over the sad recitaf 
of your troublesj and consider tnjself 
bound in duty and gratitude to contri* 
biite^ by every meana in my power, to 
your future comforts.. But as my quit* 
ting the metropolis would be attended 
with many serious inconveniencies^ and 
you stand in need of a variety of sce- 
nery m. order to efface the impressions 
of sorrow froih your mind, I tbinfc ii' 
would be a preferable plan, for yon to 
reside with me in London, where you^ 
may act, in every respect as perfectly, 
at your ease as at your own house. In*^ 
deed, I am extremely anxious to restofft 
you to your accustomed serenity be^ 
fi>re those unhappy catastrophes occurs 
red ; and it is this anxiety which in** 
duces me ratlier to intreat your pre- 
sence in the metropolis, than to reside 
with you in the country jfor I am con- 
fident the immense entertainment I. 
shall be able to afford you, must prove- 
an infallible panacea for those UU wbicb^ 
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are irrevocable. Write to mfe sooti^ my 
dear uQcIe, for I am very solicitous to 
receive your reply, which I hope wiU 
be consonant to my wishes. 

^ You r affectionate niece, 

" MoBGANA Meredith.'* 

This letter dispatched. Lady Morga* 
iia began to congratulate herself on the 
performance of a duty which many c^ 
her fashionable acquaintance would 
have entirely neglected; and, she fiat* 
tered herself, this ready acquiescence 
^ith the dictates of nature would have 
the pleasing effect of enhancing her 
character Hn the estimation of Sir £d« 
ward. Tliis idea increased her satisfac* 
tion amazingly, and seating herself 
before her glass, she began to investi* 
gate her own lovely countenance ; and 
her creative fancy soon discovered a 
benevolence seated on hei V«o\\ ^\C\0«v 
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she thought became her exceedingly^ 
and which she wondered she had MYer 
discovered untU that moment; 

Lady Morgana certainly possessed 
many amiable qualities^ but they had 
unfortunately been overwhelmed by the 
inundation of fashionable principlesi 
and had been rendered incapable of dis- 
playing themselves* Her heart, never- 
theless, had been ever pervious to the 
voice of distress, and more than once^ 
her charity had been the subject of de- 
rision to those of her associates who 
had cast off the feelings of humanity. 
She had continued, however, proof 
against ridicule ; and, although her 
known goodness of heart rendered her 
incessantly liable to become the dupe of 
artful individuals, the discovery of the 
imposture which had been practised on 
her never brought with it a painful sen- 
sation wiiicb was worthy to be put in 
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competition with the delight she had 
experienced in doing what she iiBagia« 
ed to be -an actx>f liberalitjr« 

The idea of Sir £dward'« danger 
suddenly sliot across Lady Morgana'^ 
mind^ and rou2ed her from the contem* 
plation of her own virtiies. Shonkl 
sh e write to him, or wait until she 
heard something further from him? He 
might be very unhappy^ and have no 
one near him to speak consolation to 
him ; and any Ap j)arent coldness on her 
part might tend to augment jiis misery. 
She had been the cause of his mt^r- 
tone^ and would not her silence appear 
very like a base desertion of him in the 
hour, of adversityi might not he very 
|ustly l>reak off all correspondence with 
her, and chuse some more affectionate 
object of .pursuit ? She need not com- 
mit ^herself by any indecorous ardency 
of ezpremon. It would be. asa3^\^ ^\&- 
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ficient to acknowledge the receipt of 
h\s note, and to mingle something 
which might or migh^ not be construed 
into a tender meaning. All tliat she 
"Wished was to shew him that she was 
not altogether insensible to his merite, 
and that slie did in a slight degree par- 
licipate in his sorrows. Had it been 
any other of her suitors, she would not 
have been at a loss how to act—she, 
would have instantly replied in a strain 
of ironical affection. But Sir Edward 
was of a different character, and be 
stood in a different situation in her 
heart. She feared to write too much 
lest he should consider her conduct ifr* 
delicate; and she was equally appre- 
hensive lest an entire silence should 
blast her prospects, and drive him from 
her fur ever. After resolving and re- 
resolving half a dozen times, she at 
length adopted a determination to an- 
swer his note, according to the address 
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li€ had inclosed to her ; the only diffi- 
culty now, therefore, was to word bet 
billej: properly. She accordingly wrote 
an ODtline, but it appeared too cool, 
rand it was rejected; a second too affec- 
tionate : a third too long, and a fourth 
too studied, and a fifth too vapid ; the 
«ixth, however, was more agreeable to 
iier wishes, and it was immediately 
corrected and re-written, when it ran 
SIS follows: — 

Sir, 

I am sincerely distressed that I have 
innocently been the cause of an event 
v^hich must prove to you a source of 
jimch unbappiness ; and I most fervent* 
ly hope that the recovery of Lord Lin- 
ihore may restore to you the power of 
again illuminating by your presence 
and conversation, those circles which 
must lament your absewee u& \iaXm\^ 
mauras tfaat of the sun* \ \vsaN^ 
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made some enquiries about your ante- 
gonist, and my servant at this instaat 
informs me that bis lordship's wound is 
not so unfavourable as was at &Ti.y inm* 
gined ; and that strong hopes are enter- 
tained that no unpleasant conseqden* 
ces will arise to effect a contrary change. 
If I am the first to communicate this 
pleasing intelligence^ 1 heartily rejoice 
at my good fortune, which enables ma 
to convey to you the food &r fresh anti- 
cipations of the delights which will be 
caused in many hearts by your re-ap« 
pearance in the fashionable world. 

• 

^ I have the honour to be. 
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your very faithful servant. 
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Morgana Meredith/^ 



Lady Morgana felt her mind const* 
derMy relieved when she had sent away 
this letter to Sir "EdwaiA ; dofc n*«& wsft- 
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i^ ther^ wMr nothing ia it offensive 
to the strictest deooramy and she felt m 
strong confidence that the baronet 
would approve rather Umn censure the 
spirit whieb dictated iu An answer 
ni%bt be expected in two or three days;. 
QiT^ perbapsj Sir Edward himself might 
y^otairetoXiondonyaa Linmore's wound 
WW coc^idered in a favouraUe state. 
Thft lM>pe of hia return, suddenly de* 
iu4€4 tbe^spHritfr of. Morgana to an as« 
toaislHsg piteti^ and every other consi* 
devalion;. waa speedily lost in the pros* 
pect of the new pleasures which she^ 
iAimMl experience in the company of 
her deav Sir Edward ; who» sheflatter** 
ed. hers^, on his re^-appearancey would 
attach biBifself still more particularly to 
«r9 aod make her the object .of iim* 
diauB satire toraU^ fehe: belles she might 
enopttttter. 

The reader may perhaps discc^N^t ^ 

VOL. III. F 
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fifincied inconsiistency in the character 
•f Lady Morgana; an unnatural coni- 
bi nation of opposite principlesr ; btit'I' 
Hiust beg to inform him that the sketch' 
is true to iife; for if he will take thii' 
trouble closely to analyze the disi>osi*' 
tions of the younger classes of the vota-^ 
ries of fashion, he will discover that 
although the virtuous traits may be' 
concealed from the superficial observer, 
by the astonishing influx c^ the immo- 
ralities of fashion^ yet the entire des*' 
traction of virtuous principles is by no' 
means the task of a moment, but re* 
quires a long proficiency in iashionaMe 
habits. Ilence it is that such as Lady 
Morgana betray such oppositions of 
character in the same mind ; hence it is- 
that the fair shoots of virtue are evideint 
amongst the multiplying tares of vice; 
hence it is that the principles of the old 
and those of the new school occupy the 
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same mind^ as a pursued and pursuing 
army for a moment cover the samepilain. 

Three days after Lady Morgana had 
written to her uncle^ she received the 
following reply :— 

^* My dear niece, 

''I am much obliged by your kind 
letter, and as I cannot expect you to 
give up all the pleasures of London to 
wait on an old man, I have made up 
my mind to agree to your proposal, 
and to come to London. I shall there* 
fore conlmence my journey as soon as 
I shall have made a few necessary ar* 
rangements, and hope to be with you 
in aboiit a week. As to the amuse^ 
ments of the metropolis, they may be 
full of pleasures to a young and san- 
guine mind such as your's, which has 
never been unstrung by mv&^w\.\x\Nfc ' 
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bot for Q^^ tkey can kay$ no attractioi^ 
I once eyjjoyed tbem with a yout^v^. 
re]isb^ but that period is passed away,, 
and a bitter reverse has tausbt me to 
seekfpr consolation in a more pure and 
abundant source. I. am gouty,^ aiid 
you will find me rather tiresome and 
troublesome; but^ as Isaid.in niy 
other letter^ it will be but for a short 
time. and. then yon will have the re* 
ward, of ypur patijence. Ypu^a^ustnjtt . 

uncle with whQo^ you wep^ once a<^« 
quaint^d; ale^ l.no,; sojrro\Y has wjri^- 
Jkied my brow, and dj^iven aw^y tbg. 
smile of happiness from my counte-, 
nance : I ani but the wrecks of my^ 
farmer self 9 sliatt<^red> ^^^9.^^? P%;. 
Tdiiyzed, and sinking into the gr^ye.^ 
B|][t I will.stay my hand J a few daysi, 
I trust, will enable you tp form a i^of^ 
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•• Your affectionate upcle, 

^' Frederic Fitzormohd/* 

liady Morgana was greatly delighted 
that she had prevailed on her uncle, 
wifh sb little difficulty^ to quit hik re- 
tireiheiitj ^nd to reside in her house* 
But what a horrible desbriptibri had h*e 
given of himself — gouty, emaciated, 
and a thousand etceteras ! She hoped 
lie would hot require fnucii of her com- 
pBLi^f aiia attendance ; . yet he dwelt 
mach upon her patience, and she did 
jioii like this. It would be an intolera* 
ble bore to be always at his elbow, 
alcerihg his position, reading and talk* 
ing to him eternally ; she should grow 
fiinpid, her eyes would lose their lustre^ 
ana she should be conVmu^^ ^ V^^l 
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to that worst of all disorders, which 
medical men term hypochondriac^ She 
could not submit to such a drudgery, 
it would be absolutely impossible ; no 
fortune, however immense, could pos- 
sibly compensate for such a trial. But 
there was no alternative now, she must 
be tei^^^r to the old gentleman, since 
she had drawn him from his retreat, 
and it only remained for her to make 
the best arrangement she could with him 
. as soon as he arrived^ .4 

The nexi post brought her a letter 
from Sir Edward, in which he thanked 
her for her kind communication^ and 
the interest she took in his re-appear- 
ance — ** the moment I can return with 
safety, I shall hasten to thank you in 
'person for your kind wishes ; for there 
is no part of this unfortunate affair 
which I regret so much as the privation 
of your company, which would have 



so.pawerfiilly supported rtei.i Buir mj^ 
di^r. -La^y Morgana, wheir we meet 
ii^in you ipust expect that I shall clains 
Soioe boon for my koight errantry ; a 
reward worthy of yourself to offer, and 
of me to receive. It is but right tbat 
after auffeiing this horrible imprison- 
si^Dtia my own gloomy solitary- cba-" 
teau, J should be blessed with some 
recompense for my sufferings in your 
cause.; Think well of it, and the mo* 
qfii^nt> Iwimpiore is declared out of' dan* 
gef/ expect to see, flying on the wings 
of the most ardent affection> your owa 

^* Edward Hilvernon/* 

, ^* What reward can. tbis be which he 
fxpeAts r ' asked Lady Morgana; £)oe» 
be mean to solicit my band? If so I 
sn list refuse bim^fpr I cannot^ consent 
to givjB jup my ^ear liberty on. such a 
wdden. To be sure he risked Jbis life 
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iur vaut, aivd some would be -m old* 
iai^iioiied as to {saj» tiiat longfat to de^ 
Vacate . my life to bim, in retwD» AM 
ftis 16 Terj well iit theory^ but when it 
comes to' the practice^ I must eoofess 
tibat k requires more philosophy thmi I 
ean boast. Matrtmony ! It mvst b^ 
^at which he Ddeans^-— '* a fewavd wor«* 
thy of myself to offer> and of him tb 
receive.*' It can be no other; he in- 
tends to fettcF nke with his ehains fei* 
h§e, but he shall not find me so eosilj^ 
caught. It is certain 1 lore bim i yes^ 
I love hitn dearly, I begin to thinks 
but that is only as my slave ; make him 
my n)asler5and I shall soon learn to dis-^ 
^ike him. Yes, yes. Sir Edward, you 
way ask sueh a reward, bnt I am ifot 
90 weak as to consent to barter eertaiit 
happiness for Ihenfnoertamty of gceaiter. 
Reigho' I marriage i How horribly fta*- 
trque it sounds i so serious, so horrible^ 
so iiB&8h]ofkiyi)Ie ; it is only fit for hnt^ 
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US while her heart was devoted to him 
y^ond the hope of emancipation^ did 
i endeavour to persuade herself^ that 
} could^ without injuring her own 
lings^ resist his offer of uniting his 
3 with her*s, whenever he should 
ke it. Having wearied herself with 
' hopes^ doubts^ and fears^ she re- 
id early, and through a sleepless 
ht was doomed to a repetition of the 
le mental conflicts. 



'\ • 



lOK 



CHAPTEiL IV 



Scarcely- had Lady Morgana 8wa(> 

lowed her breakfast on the following 
morning, when her friend Lady Teaze* 
well was announced ; and, instantly 
rushing into the room, and throwing 
lierself into a chair, to recover her breath, 
she exclaimed—" Well, my dear, really 
this is a sad business^ and I am much 



iM» \t trifl go hm& WKK Sir Edf^Mr^ : 
psmr tiiitowr e !' *v*ll fie died Hk« * good 
etirtMiiM> dthi it wild' ifHtlV gneat di^ 
fidiilty he vWkS-riiadlft'to- confess? the pai*- 
rttfuttw-ccwc'eniftttgf tlie' hOiTible alfeir: 
I iiev«rlkrid muVh opiAibii of that Sir 
EdVNlt<d I%1V6rH\>ft; not I'. I aUii riot 
^aeol those' tHhr afire captivated' by li 
Bute ftMs^y a> good cotlf and a' gt^ceful 
mma&r'i' rioj no-; give me- something 
xutife' itSAd'-; Uft' often times bettejaK 
Ihefee gObsdMef ontsides^ yoQ may find 
tf-Ueatt^^ bliick- and diaibolical as that' 
ofTtfii^iiin, I think they call him ; bni 
I am more of a Lucretia than to fall into 
iSMnf Mi&rtiB; let' me aloiie' for' that. 
BtltS' my dear Hady Kforg&na, you* 
]fllT*e'hear6 of iti**»Hacven't yoii?** 

•■ntfeartf. df' Tfrh&t?*' asked' Lady 
Mbfgiana', who had beed' eifce'ssively 
ajgitttted-durtngtUiS Idng and incoherent 
exditmMitta'oP Ikdy H&ui^^elV by a 
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varietjr of emotions. Shfe perceived 
by the account of her visitor^ if it was 
to be depended on> that Lord Linmore 
was dead ; that some coiUessiou had 
been extorted from him^ and that Sir 
Edward was in danger. These dr* 
cumstances were uncommonly alarm* 
ing i and she felt herself scarcely able 
to support the sudden attack which ha4 
been thus made on her feelings : aftec 
a moment's recollection, howeyer^ she 
recovered herself sufficiently to ask 
some further particulars as to the ocr 
currence which had thus transpired. 

*' Oh ! what you haven't heard, have 
you ?'' said Lady Teazewell, rubbing 
her hands, and primming herself up ia 
her chair — " Dear me I'm glad of that, 
for I shall have such a budget of news 
to tell you, as you never heard at one 
time befoie. Why, you see, my dear, 
I am but just risen^ for I was at Mist. 
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Bankerton's till four o'clock this morn- 
ing. It is excessively fatiguing, child^ 
to keep it up as I have done ; for the 
last four weeks I have never gone to 
bed once until day light ; and my con* 
stitution, though so young and exce 
lent, will become the worse, I fear, for 
these repeated attacks upon it. For- 
tunately, however, I am very young, 
and — oh ! what do you think Lord 
Lankerville said to me last night ? dear 
xn^, I have not had such a compliment 
paid me this season ; so appropriate, so 
elegant, and, above all, so gracefully 
delivered. He took me by the hand 
congratulated me upon my attractive 
appearance, enquired when I returned 
from Brighton, and then exquisitely 
added in a tone of melody — " The 
hemisphere of fashion sorrowed in your 
absence ; like the sun you plunged into, 
the ocean, disappearing for a time 
but to rise anew with more animated 
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KrilTiance and beauty/^ Onf it was 
divine !' I nevei' heard any thing so de* 
Kghtful ! I assure you all ivho sdrroiihct* 
ed me, envied me, and I had a dozeii 
new ^tattierers dangling in Diy tram 
instantly"-^ 

**'W'ell, vfe% lievVr inind the compli- 
meht!*' interrupted Lady Mbrgaha^ 
who had restrained herself' as long as 
possible— ^^^ this h'as all nothing to do 
with the news you are" to tell me. I 
am impatient^ my dear Lady Tea29e** 
well^ to become acquainted with What 
you have heard respecting Lord Lin- 
more and Sir Edward Hil vernon i whicb» 
you know^ must be very interesting to 
me. Do pray keep met no longer in 
suspense, but let me know every parti- 
cular for the truth of which yoU can 
vouch I fbr'roy fears have been terribly 
excited^'-— 
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•*Otof •rue, my ^deaB"/' retlirtied 
liady TeazeweH^ *' I bad quite forgcft 
ifaeneiKs I had to tdU you^ just for tbe 
moment ; but who cotild think of any 
thing else» when the image of that dear 
creature Lord LankerviUe canne across 
oae's wind, a«id hie dweet wol'ds-soHiid- 
ed In Oli6's yeaft. Why obiM> h^ ii^ 
about tweffty-two; a tall> thin, elegants 
)y made youth aft you would wisib ta 
see : no affectation ; no pride ; none 
ef that empty unmeaning i^hattet MkA 
m Sir Edward Hilvernon"- 



^ Stop, my dear Lady Teaiiei^ell ;'^ 
replied Lady MdrgaM;^<^tfa t^ftfleo^ 
tionia^^fU hinfi«. I know tbifr little pmf 
prig of a lord thai you are tolkkig about; 
why Sir Edward would pitch a dojs^n 
iuch as^ bim over the park palii^ with 
a single e£^rt. BxA I beg pardon for 
this inl^trruption ^ do^ P^fi l^t me hear 
now all a»bout the newit you hate fai 
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'^ Sir Edward coqM do: no such thing^ 
i*bild!'' exclait^ed Xdd/ vTeazawelf, 
wriggling herself about, her; seafrfr-^* I 
•am sure Lord Lanker'ville fe no prig^ 
but a fine, handsome, sensible^ youth; 
and X believe be is tenderly attached to 
me. But I shall call on his[ mother to 
day^ and then I shall probably $eQ him 
again. But now for this news': wdl 
J am glad you haven't heard it.^ Lady 
Mira Mawworm came in about tea 
o'clock ; she is a relcUion to Lord Lin* 
more, so you may depend on the truth 
of what she said. His Lordship died 
about two hours before she came^ and 
he had confessed in the presence of his 
two physicians and his valet^ that Sic 
Edward Hilvernon had enticed him 
into a bye patb» and shot him before he 
had time or chance to defend himself^ 
He wished much that Sir Edward 
should be hanged for the murder ; aiid 
the physician promised to get him ap-^ 
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prehended directly, so the warrant is 
expected to be out against hina-tbis 
morning. I'm so glad you had not 
heard the news, for I love dearly to be 
the first herald of intelligence. But 
tell me, my dear, what cap sh^l I wear 
for my attack on the amiable Lord 
I>ankerville this morning ? Which do 
you think acts best as the reflex of my 
beauty ?" 

, Her ladyship might have kept on for 
an hour without being noticed by Lady 
Morgana, had she not turned her eyes 
round, and perceived her friend sitting 
with her eyes fixed, her mouth half 
open, her colour fled from her cheeks, 
.and her han:!s firmly clenched. " Poor 
dear child, she is in a fit !" exclaimed 
Lady Teazewell, as she pulled the bell 
rope and summoned the servants to the 
assistance of the poor Lady Morgana ; 
.who was^ with some difficulty restored 



to her recoUaction ; and on perceiv&g 
ijady Teazewell stismdihg by h^r side^ 
she faintly exclaimed — •^^ tlaV^e I tk^it 
dreaming, my dear friend^ that my jpobr 
Sir Edward is a murderer, o^ ik it a^ 
dreadful reality ?- It niiust surely Have' 
l^ieeh a disagreesible drefam^!' 

''Ohrht), diiia; ihdeed it Wak dll 
tnie reality !" responded Lady Te&S;6- 
well— " He is a shocking, vile murderbr, 
aiid he kill^ podr iJird Liiihioris ils a 
ftiosi cowardly hdiann^r to be ^Ure ! THik - 
titlluh ; I hope justice vi^ill overtake hiib 
Speedily, for hfe will be siirfe to be hatij^- 
^, iiil spilg of his riches; dind hiseleglfttkii^^ 
and bis pblitetiess; W.ho bbuld h&ve 
thought he had such a base heart under 
fttl that fine and hypocritical outside?' 
i ddh'l know fofr fhy part what tlie 
world is come to, not what will b6 ihe 
end of such doings. A cowardFy 
wretch! to kitt liuch a finie; spiirited 



^o.^iig^epQ^man as Lo^'d Idinmore was. 
I never liked the flattering, &wmi^ 
fellov^f, not I !''— 

" My dear Lady Teazewciiir' inters 
Tupted Lady Morgana^ summoning aU 
faei: courage.; ^^I aiiist intreat you, will 
b^ less li^eral^fyoiir epUhets. I thinkji 
n^y» I aix>. s^cet thai; tbiS: st^ry is all 
ialse, ! j[ will la^ ^ xoy existence that Sir 
Edw^d is no m>vi^, a., m^erer thapi 
yyu andj ai;e,sp, 1% is. tlu^.iiiventioa of^ 
soqag. wi^^t^h. t^d. seeks to iq§^re Sir 
Edwar^ b$ca|i&ie. his diegance ai^ 
^lQ3}}^nce,ba;^^,m9jd[^ himsuq^^js^yorite 
inhi^b life. Yoi|.j^0iiI4 ^.I^ol^ caiir 
tipttji^ my dear^fx^iq^pd^ befqr^ yourepeat^ 
supb criqoip^.slan^i^^s : for bfl^^yeine, 
if. Sir^Eflwajrd. hears ofthj^repf>f^ as he. 
n^ostundpu^j^jsdly w^l, hewiU.seyer^ 
punish jibe yi|/? authqr&ctfit^ Sir E^vf^r^, 
ajnn^^rdfrqr iqd^d^ L?^ Te^tJzewpll! 
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with him as I am. Lady Mira Maw* 
worm will, perhaps, before many days 
shall have expired, repent haying thus 
made free with a name as free from 
blemish as perfection itself/' 

" Yotfr partiality misleads you, child !" 
answered Lady Teazewell, in a voice of 
anger — •^ I know my authority perfectly 
well ; and I am sure Lady Mira was 
certain of the fact before she ever men- 
tioned it to any one. You should not 
set up your judgment against people of 
character and rank, for you may de- 
pend upon it, child, you will find ievery 
word of what I have told you to be per- 
fectly true. Sir Edward has as surely 
murdered Lord Linmore, as I am sitting 
here telling your ladyship so^ and if 
you will make enquiries you will find 
me perfectly correct in my information. 
No, no; Lady Morgana, I should not 
be so ready to spread such a serious ' 
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ciiarge if the truth of it was doubtfuL 
I thought you had known metretter; 
bat it i9 always so^ when frienditvwish 
to convey news> and it does hot ^$S^ - 
please those to whom they commnnlBi^^ 
cate it ; then forsooth, they meet with 
a cool reception, their authority iscalled 
in question, they are cautioned to take 
oare how they spread scandalous re- 
ports, they are suspected of endeavour- 
ing ^ to ^e&dite ibischief, and the sodner 
thw backs are turned and the door is 
closed upon them, the more agreeable 
it is to those whom they were striving to 
serve and oblige. Such is the base in- 
gratitude of the world, that one really 
is at a loss to find out who are friends 
to one^ and who are enemies : but I 
did not think child, you would so have 
treated me. You will find however, 
that I am correct/ ' 
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My dear I^y TeaaeweU^ ' \^- 



8ponde4: Lady M6rg«Aa> ^' I shall be 
ineoi^ceivablyi paini^ to lose your good! 
opiiuoDj aii4 1 am soiry you ka^w ine! 
no bettei; tba& to rwk m^ anuMig^b 
thpse who are so fastidious^ smi toi 
cha,nge theif frieods opoea^ Eioi^ 
!Efut I I^u^t again plaiiUy t^ yo«:» thai. 
I4o not bdi^e a. nrordof the scanifaloosi 
tale whtf^ you^ hayo heaqdy and^I aati 
reifplved to take instant measttres; ta> 
a^ertaia the triilih:, and to check, the: 
]9jurioiifi report belike il» obtains, a mosm 
general ditcqlatipnm I do notcoaioirire^ . 
my dear friend^ thaij you vvouM be. the > 

anthotrofsuch^iqfantpuisslandei!, but^;L 

believe you^ have been, itappsedL iq^' 
on by sQn;^., antfajl w;retch:who oafti 
find no otbtir way .to- i^ui^e the fm» q£; 
Sir Ed wand Jtiijivenion » Hioweroi!) thsA, 
you may hav;e an; oppoi1;unity;of.dis^ 
covering the truth or fal^bood of the. 
statement before you proceed any fur- 

ther» I .wiUjqgtaptly dsare^iiiy, steward 
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t> goAnfl mtfke enquiry iftt the liouat 
af XtfOrd Linmove, where he is weU 
i»iown i .and fpom 'hi6 report you wiU 
ae aUe to Judge of .the motives which 
3;a¥e rise tO: the iale." 

^ My child,*' returned Lady Teaze- 
MreU» ^ I faillhfuUy promised to call on 
ibedoiwi^r Lady Lankerville attwelve» 
Hid tt Js absoUtteiy i already past the 
lime; -but {shaH only be^detained there 
M liaurior two, iand, on my return, I 
vMil'Cidliaodihear-virbat the messenger 
wgr«. Buti;am very 'certain of wh^M; 
[ have told you» and .there is no need 
irhatever of any further inquiry to satisfy 
!B^4ft tbe.«Qbjiect. Aud now, my dear 
Liidy Mergana, I wish you would lend 
ae.th€f.beaut4ful head-dress which you 
;roreiwhen yourmade a conquest of poor 
Lordlinmore. I thiuk it would be* 
some me -exceedingly, and as I am 
lacing on^aJnlliogexpodit^a^ \^wi^ 
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iike to appear armed at all poiiifsto do 
execution. Poor Lankerville, I eouM 
not refrain from pitying bis confnsTon 
when be gently pressed my hand be- 
tween his delicate tlHimb and finger: 
oh ! the delicious touch thrilled through 
ray whole "frame, «nd I returned liim 
a smi!^ which confounded liim .^ilt 
transport. Oh I it was a moment- of 
bappinefis ; but I need not delate' oi 
this subject, which you know so WieR 
by experience. Will j^ou oblige' M 
with the cap of conquest, my dear Laidjr 
Morgana, that 1 may make the greiter 
liavoc in Lankerville's heart ?*' '-^ * 

** Most readily, my dear LadyTeari- 
well,*' rc^plied I^dy Morgana** and i 
wish y^-rU all the success you can wWi 
for in your attack upon Iris lordshifA 
lieart, wliich, from every* accbunt^I 
have heard, is far Irom being invutnefa"! 
ble, especlaliy to «\xcl\ ctiarma as your*!* I 
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But beware ; although yon may liasily 
make your conquest, the difiiculty will 
be in keeping possession of it^ for his 
affections are so extremely subtle and 
volatile that I fear you will have a se- 
.rious difficulty in making them subser- 
vient to your views for any continued 
period. Take care, however, to return, 
Ibat you may hear respecting Lord 
'Linmore, for I am extremely anxious 
•to have this matter perfectly cleared 
'lip; I feel a deep interest in thie con- 
tradiction of the rumour, and I must 
'intfeat you will refrain from* noticing it 
to Lady Lankerville, or your lordly 
gallant. Come try on the cap — a little 
4nore over your face — there, that will 
jdo-r-you look most divinely. Now 
Jet a charming smile sit upon your fea-* 
.twesy and the day's your own ; but, 
?snind my advice^; strike while the iron 
-18 hots take his lordship the moment 
you can get him in the mivvd^ %\cv^^ 
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41^199 «pe 'Very dftngeroua; mnd iii?iife 
jQH rai^e pfkiyifi^ with yeur conqueil^ 
<inotber more pFompt mfty sudderiy 
step in, HBd carry hmi «ff; before yMt 
have thne to recollect yourielf. He» 
:v«Q8! y«o -look scarce^ nineteen. 
Forget notio vail on your retnm T' 

'"^Ohl yon flaitererr* ^mmpmi 
Lsyiy TeazeweU^ snrilkig ia tfae.tglatf 
at the comelfy appearance aof her mnt^ 
quated f)en5aft*^*^ Well^ if I mm m»> 
i^essful I^shall attribrute % in;|Hirt^to 
yoar kiUiog cap. I shaQ however, >tih0 
yK>ar advice, and elaie ynA Am 6tA 
<tSer as delioatdy as possible 4 00 *ss 
snot to make any 'unfavomable impnm 
sion on bisJordsbip's mind. Nineteeili 
Heavens I bow yoong I look 1 I dkiol 
know wben I appeared so hapdiow<j 
I will certainly bave a cap made 4ooi 
ibis pattern to*morrow. Oh I I mk 
impatienl to xe myAdo«is: «rfaat 9 



r freltei and' the- adiTHration of the 
MXw My (leaf £:adjF Morgance, P 
i^ excessively obltgeO: I trust you- 
Hf excuee «U^ niy rode femarfes; yoa* 
w secmrecl me to yourself £br ever. 
will' most' midtofttedly caH on my^ 
:um ; but I assure you the rumour i# 
i^K^ founded' to be contradkted/ 
N>r Liumoref unfortunate Sir Edf* 
ird I Farewel, my dear 1" 

As- she- said those words^ she trippedF 
ifeftheroom, bumming^a tuneless air, 
id^ viewing her shape, hef dressr and 
tp gait with more tfifto usual coot-- 
beency ; while Lady Mor gawa's m- 
nalion- to burst out into a fit of 
ttghter was'onlycbecftedby the seri- 
» and important considerations wfatclr 

pressed her mind. 

» 

m 

■AS' toon, as she was ridded <^ \vo^ 

G9 
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visitor^ Lady Morgan^ called ber si 
ard and dispatched him to the reside 
ef Lord Linmore to gain every infbr 
tioQ in his power respecting the sii 
tion of his lordship. The steward 
jcnediately departed on his errand^ 
her ladyship retiring to her boQid 
and'giving directions to be denied 
every one, threw herself on a sofa, 
gave a loose to her reflections. 

Was it possible that the object of 
affections could be guilty of the <:r 
imputed to him? Had she been m 
ing an affection for one who co 
9ssassin-like imbrue his hands in 
blood of a fellow creature ? It was 
possible : her mind recoiled from 
idea with horror^ and chilling d< 
arose upon her forehead. But if 
rumour was false, and false it niust 
or she was completely the dupe o: 
specious appearance, what vile, i 
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pfineipled enemies- must Sir Edward 
have, who could thus basely caluminate 
bi^ fame^ and fix upon him the stigma 
ef a crime, the blackest in the annals of 
human depravity ? ^ Could Lord Lio^^ 
aaor« be the source whence the report 
had flowed? Surely not; it was true 
feia lordship was dissolute and had dis- 
sipated his fortune in gaming and other 
pleasures of the same complection ; but 
he could not be to devoid of commoa 
honor and honesty ; be could not stoop 
to (}e£ile himself with the guilt of such 
na^actof cool, deliberate villauy, as to 
propose such an accusation, so palpably 
felse>'so glaringly improbable,, and so 
cruelly injurious. 

The more Lady Morgana considered 
the subject, the more confident did she 
feel of the errtire innocenlce of "Sir Ed- 
ward; the crime itself wils so totally 
opposite to Qvery principle. q£ honor. 
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justice and: Humanity; it was so? Strang 
fy the reverse of his general conchicty 
.aad his general principles; it was 8# 
attrely calculated to produce ignominji^ 
and po-nisftment ;. and,, withal^ bor« tw 
its^ face such- evident marku of roeaiM 
cowardice^ that it was absol«it-elji iov* 
possible tiiatsuch^an act should haiM 
been conunitted by Sir £<1 ward Hilvefv 
non.. The report was, therefore, evi4 
diently the foul production of scnM 
Sfiali^^ious foe> who thus strove in secreV 
to aioi- the poisoned shaftS' of slander at 
bis reputation. Such persecution- wai^ 
hpfamous ; it wa» cruel, and daislardljf 
hs the. e^tsesna;. since there might be 
an insurmountable difileuk^in.fiBdiiigf 
out the author, and in attaching it to 
faiofr. 

But Lord Linmore might be d^eadi 
and, if so. Sir Edward lamst seek for 
»fety iu4ia exiie from hiy natitpe. lapd^ 



t thhp be the case, and tte ihonM 

i ber to accompaoy him* bcHwr 

i she act ? It would be hat Sftriek 

9 to rescue his character fixini the 

y which some were attempting ta 

I to it ; but should she shew her 

txitempt for public opinion, bet 

confidence in the honor of Sis 

rd, bj becoming the partner of 

ght, and by putting her liberty 

his keeping ^ The question wat 

f important^ involving her present 

Dess, and her future prospect9 1 

. was^ of consequence, a subject 

r Observing bng and aerioua de* 

tion ; but if Lord Lmmove waA 

there would be no time for proN- 

A consideration. The safety of 

tward would depend on a preci^t 

flight, and sh^ must decide^ in hec 

lind, whether she should remain 

^le«rt herself a new snitor out of 

MMnmuitrafa, at wh$tbm^tbimlf^ 

OS 
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ing off boldly the trammels of [ 
judice^ she should quit the gajr met 
polis, and become the wife of a wane: 
ing exile? Reason inclined to 
former, but love, all-powerful k 
stimulated her to make a sacrifice oi 
other pleasures and society^ for the 
divided affection of Sir Eld ward. . 
was about to yield to the potent passi 
when the thought of her uncle, and 
the promises she bad just made to I 
fleeted across her mind, and once nc 
opposed an obstacle to her warei 
intention. . Could she with any app 
ance of consistency forsake him at 
instant when he had agreed to c 
xnit his future comforts to her keepii 
No 5 it would be undutiful, unnat 
and infamous in the eye of heaven. 
Edward then must go alone f 

. Love was once more about to as 
jiis^power^ when I^adj Teasewell xi 
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^ into the vootia, and throwing herself 
on the sofa, close by Lady Morgana, 
eoDQipletely put an end to the conflict in 
ber bosom by a piteous exclamation. 

** Dear me, how monstrously pro- 
roking ! After taking so much pains 
to render myself more than usually at« 
tmctive; after borrowing this splendid 
head-dress^ not to find him at home f 
It 4s insupportable ! He knew of my 
intention to call, and how could he act 
00 bo6tiiely to love as to leave me there 
tite^k'-tiie for a whole hour, listening to 
the antiquated and obsolete tales and 
ideas of the dowager ? I have a great 
tttind to take oifence at his neglect, 
aud to treat him with coolness at our 
next meeting ; yet that plan might be 
productive of dangerous consequences, 
for if be should in .reality take offence, 
and leave me in the lurch ; I should ab- 
•olately di« of tiie mortification and 
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clisappsomliineiit. Oh! oij^dear Ladj^ 
Morgana, the cruel maA ! Indeed i^ 
is quite monstrous^ to^ thinic of iiL 
But pray is jour messeogef returned t 
Although, for my own part, I haye 
im doubt of the occurrence !" 

** He is not yet returned ;** replied} 
Lady Morgana,. '< but I aai< in nftomeor 
fary expectation; of bim.. I am sorrj' 
fbr your disappointment ; but I wonlit 
advise you to think lightly of it ;. mi 
do not let him see that ^ trivial ar cir« 
^mstance has affectcfd you,, or tbeiiiL* 
low will grow vain, and yoa wiU?Jift«o 
a> hundred such mortifications^ TlM 
inore I think of this* romour, my^deai 
Lady Teazewell, the more I anv coDi» 
vinced of its falsity ^ but a nerj fern 
miuutes^ I hope, will enable uato jjodfe 
with more certainty/' 



Attbi^aoonieirt tWsflnvard rtt 
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aad^ii^oisaiQdtbe aftxiDUS Laooly^Mbr^* 
aatfaatl^rd IJiMnorewas^iDa^fsttrwaj^^ * 
a£ fecAMiy^, afid. that his pliysiciaDS . 
wdseof opioMnithBtv a few days* Carthev 
^imfiuen^a^t would eompleteJy remove 
the pain of bU^ wo^od^ and enabk: him 
ta^ ¥entuce abroad. 

^* Heaven; be* praised P' exdatmad^ 

Mie agitated Lady Morgajoa, ''them 

%r Eiliwaod is> not a TiUain^ aod the n^ 

pvt is< Ibe efflect of malice. Now my 

dew Lady Teaadwell, let me again in^- 

tmHt }loiK tor contradict, tbia vnmoirr 

wherever y<m may hear it^. smd to be 

Vrssi veadyy in: £afture^ to listea to^ and^ 

pepeait the tales' which a fevr tattliogf 

gMMBkps take so muebt delight in layw 

mg bold oo^ and exaggerating^ fi 

vsas confiUen* such wcmld be the resoEl 

e£ my inquiry^ and I hope my^ deaff 

iuiaAy yon, are pesfectly satiafiedoathfi 

subject.** . 
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•*. Indeed, child, I am by no meant 
satisfied, — returned the incredulous 
spinster. — " I think I am doomed to 
experience nothing but mortifications 
to*day. Your steward, depend uponr 
it, has been wrongly informed ; as the 
servants have no doubt received direc>- 
tions to keep the death of their master 
secret until some private arrangements 
may have been niade. Yes, yes, I see 
dearly through the whole business ; it 
is as I say ; I am certainly uueqvialiecl 
in the talent of penetration ; nothing 
escapes me, and you my dear, will 
some day or other be sorry for the easy 
credulity of your own disposition, which 
renders you liable to be continually im- 
posed upon. But I will go, and collect 
fresh proofs, for I am more certain of 
the death of LordXinmore than ever^ 
from the great pains which are evident- 
ly taken to conceal.it, for the momenta 
Farewell, Lady Morgana !" \. * 
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** Obstinate creature !** murmured 
Lady Morgana, as her visitor left the 
room, — " I wish you were somewhat 
less fond of slander, your society would 
be then more agreeable. Poor Sir Ed- 
ward ! thou hast enemies, whom thou 
mayest despise, but who will contrive 
to harrass and sting thee continually. 
But this infamous slander must soon 
be detected, for Lord LinmoVe will him- 
self shortly be able to afford sufficient 
evidence of his own existence to satis- 
fy every body but njy friend Lady 
Teazewell, and her sister councillors^ 
at Miss Bankerton*s, Well, then, 
there will be no occasion for me to 
exile myself, in order to obtain the 
society of Sir Edward, and that, at ^U 
events is no unimportant point settled." 



~fe- 



rjo 



CHAPTER. V. 



TLhUV Morgana^ now ber fears for Sir 
Edward's safety were in a great meap 
9ore dissipated, began to regain her ac- 
tufitomed cheerfulness, and^ but {qt, 
the impression which had been mad^ 
upon her mind by his insinuation as to 
the boon which he expected, her hap« 
piness would have been completely re- 
instated. This ideaj however^ sUU 
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jKOved >feetiTesoarceof restkssnes5 and 
ooi>jectiire;.'but her conclusions were 
uiiiformljr in consonance with the hopes 
which^ notwithstanding her efforts ta 
persuade herself to the contrary^ sh0 
8titl in secret, cherished. 

The aversion to matrimony which 
she badovigtnally entertained, hyde^ 
grees became less rooted, as she con-^ 
tenaplated the picture of Sir Edward 
glowing in youth and elegance, weal- 
thy and devoted to her, surrounded by 
admii^s^and an incessant object of pup» 
aoit to ail the young misses in the me- 
tv^^polis. To pasa her Kfe with' an old 
•1 ugly man,, with one devoid of grace^ 
Hud only singular: on account of his 
ligliness or eccentricity, would indeed 
Move been a bore; but to live with Sir 
Edward and for him,, to hang on his 
neck and call him kasbmid — thkt, how- 
ever un£E&shionable it might appear^ 
became every day 'mote axi<dLXfik.Qit^ ^^^^ 



138 

rable in her estimation* She began to- 
think less of libert}^ and more of love;* 
the restraints and cares of a wedded 
life receded into the back ground^ and 
ks numerous sweets* formed ' the prcmi*. 
nent features in the prospect. He^ 
fancy revelled in the hopes it had create 
ed, and happy anticipations danced 
before the eyes of her imagination* 

Sir Edvirard's fortune was at least^ 
equal to her.own, and the union of both 
would enable thenxto cut a most envia-^ 
ble figure in society ; and if to this- 
were added Sir Frederick Fitzortnond's* 
fifteen or twenty thousand a year) few- 
equipages and establishments might be 
more splendid^ since few could boast 
of a more solid or permanent founda* 
tion. These ideas so completely elated 
Lady Morgana^ and so totally removed 
from her sight every impediment which 
miglitarise toher happiness^ thatshebe* 
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gSLU to wish for Sir Edward to return, ia 
order thatshe mightbave an opportunity 
of realizing her hopes> of putting hinoi 
in possessLoa of the boon which he so* 
licited» and of blending her fate with 
bis. 

. Lady Morgana's imaginatioa was 

extremely vivid, and was not accustom* 

ed to meet with disappointments ; and 

she was consequently incapable of anti* 

cipating them. Nurtured by food pa« 

rents^ whose whole happiness centered 

ia herj and who had ever indulged her 

with the most unbounded teudernees^ 

she had learned to consider sorrow as 

rather the punishment of depravity or the 

result of imprudence, than the commoa 

lot of humanity. Under this mistakeu 

impression, it is not to be wonderedvat 

that she should give way to airy specu- 

lations^ and paint fanciful theories of 

felicity^ which in the imperfect ecouou 
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tny^offtmnltind couM ftte B»ver red toed 
m practice. Her education too bad 
Been entrusted to a friend whose know- 
Tifedge of the human mind vvas^ extreme- 
ly Knlited; and* whose aeqnaintance 
with that worM for which she was pi^ 
paring her pupil was the effect of studj 
nistead of experience. Erroneaus iixh 
pressions thus more deeply rooted 
themselves in the heart of the gay 
female, and grew more wtde as her phy» 
srcat faculties obtained strengths 

Gne morning, after indulging in- hef 
Hsuai train of perspective contemplib* 
tion, and wondering that she bad a0 
jet heard nothing^ farther from Sir Ect^ 
ward*, ar heavy ill-shaped travellinf^ 
ehaise stopped at the door, and in a 
few minutes* was announced Sir Frede^ 
rick Fitzormood-. Scarcely had hw 
nume been repeated, before^ an- elderly 
man of venerable appearance^ and sup* 
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ported on one side by a servant^ equal 
in point of years, and on the other by 
a stick of the most antique complection, 
entered the apartment ; but it was not 
without difficulty that Lftdy Morgana 
recognized through the wrinkled and 
lines which affliction had implanted on 
his countenance,' the once familiar fea* 
tures of her uncle. Advancing toi- 
wards him, however, she held out her 
liadd, exclaiming: — 

^* Welcome, my dear Sir, I truly re- 
joice to see you in my residence. Time 
and the gout have made a material 
alteration in your appearance . since 
yoii were used to dandle me upon your 
knee, and predict that your little Moi^ 
gana would one day prove a formida* 
ble foe to the hearts of the young fel- 
lows about her. But the change of 
scene, will no doubt produce a ben^- 
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eial effect, and I must beg yon will u» 
my house as your own." 

« My dear niece," returned the 
old man — ** I sincerely thank you for 
your welcome. At first, I may pro- 
bably feel a little awkward^ as my 
eyes have been only accustomed for 
these many years to contemplate 
nature, and the obsolete finery with 
which our ancestors have decorated 
my old mansion ; and all these modern 
ornaments are calculated to puzzle and 
perplex my imperfect eyesight. But 
I shall soon get used to them ; and I 
shall at all events have variety. You 
look charmingly, my dear niece: great- 
ly improved since the time you men- 
tion-: and most heartily I wish that no 
cloud may arise to intercept the bright- 
ness of your prospects. I feel myself 
much tired after my journey; sixty 
wiles have I come su\ce ^vxtv^^x. l^st 
night ; for I found swcVi \>^dL ^.i^^^m* 
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viodations ^hepe I stopped, that I was 

-glad to get post horses, and make the 

fbent of my way to town ; and truly 

glad I am that I have arrived ; tliongh 

I think the cursed shaking I have got 

over the stones has done rae more dis- 

"i^ervice thau the whole extent of the 

ground over which I had previously 

.travelled. But are you not like to be 

.^married^ bhl niece? 'Tis strange to 

ime that such a handsome piece of goods 

should lie by so long without finding 
uua ■ dgceeable purchaser 1 Oh 1 you 
.Uash ; iheh there is some prospect of 

a change, I suppose ! Weil,. my girl ; 
:?narry when you will, your lover shall 
-find yau one of: the most substantial 

heiresses which this or any other 

country can boast.": > ^ ', 
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** I shall endeavour to shew the sense 
I entertain of your kindness, my dear 
uncle !'* replied Lady M.ot^WAr--^**3k« 



though 1 tnust jnm M^ill long cantkm 
to enjoy what you posses^ and to AnH 
your relish reoewed for those pleasMM 
which render life agreeable." 

^* You are very good, niece, to wish 

150," returned Sir Frederick— " Ant i 

tainnot ^expect to live.tmic^ lenger. Ji 

MM the eldest of your mother^s fanrufyi 

and «I ihave seen them sBl drop off tin 

stagey one by o&e: seventy -one was! lot 

April, and my increasing disorders 4111 

me pretty p]Bixily that I imist not hope 

to stay here a great while. to comt. 

But I am perfectly ready to go, when* 

< ever it • shall please [God $ fori'hai»e long 

tsince 1>mied all jwbich made life agieo- 

table to me. But I did not come beae 

to inspire you with the ^same /gloomy 

ideas ; so we may as well give over the 

conversation at once. I am rather 

bnngry , nieco-nbut I suppose yoo haie 

iHYaliteted?" 
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•* Yes, my dear uncle,*' answered 
Lady Morgana, ** but you shall speedily 
have your wants supplied, and I l>ave 
to intreat your pardon for betraying my 
t>wn remissness at this early period of 
(he renewal of our acquaintance/' 

The breakfast parapharnalia was 
speedily replaced on the table ; and as 
, &r Frederick partook of the repast, his 
niece had a good opportunity of indulge 
iog her own reflections at his appear* 
jmot. He had the appearance of a 
more advanced age than tiiat which he 
acknowledged ; his head was principally 
bald, and the small portion of hair which 
remained was of a ligiit gray : his 
majestical and liigh forehead was disfi- 
gured by multiplied wrinkles ; his eyes 
tet^ned much of their former sweet* 
ness, but had lost that fire which they 
had expressed some ten years before; 
his nose was aquiline ; his cheek& 
VOL. I. H 
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spale; bis chin longj his voice \ras 
tremuIoQS; his hearing quick ; and his 
gait^ when the gout left him a momea- 
tary ease, was steady.- Sir Frederick 
was, wiihal, a man of gentlemanly edu- 
cation and habits : born to a fortune^ 
and bred up amidst the circles of fashion- 
able life, he had early acquired those 
accomplishments, which rendered him 
a man of the world. Early in life he 
married the only child of Sir Walter 
Wilkinson, a baronet of much wealthy 
«nd as the lady was amiable in miad, 
beautiful in person, and ardently at* 
tached to her iover, the union produced 
a fuH share of happiness She had 
nevertheless, a considerable inclination 
to mix with the votariesof fashion, and 
as Sir Fi'edenc was well knov/n in tliis 
class of society, and had always been 
admired for his gallantry and grace, be 
was the more veiui.iy disposed to accede 
to the wislies of his partner. 
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During their residence in London, 
the beauty and acquirements of Lady 
Fitzormond attached . to her many 
young men pf loose. habits and disho- 
nourable inclinations, who sdught to 
allure her-from the path of duty and 
.rectitude; but her prudent conduct 
was ever a sufficient shield against the 
.attacks of those lascivious heroes, wiio 
were uniformly compelled to retire from 
thedege with mortificatiQn, and disap- 
pointed rage. One of^these youths, 
who had persevered in Ina suit, in spite 
of allthe slights which were offered him, 
became at length, so notoriously inso- 
lent, as to offer violence to* Lady Fitz- 
brmond. Her resolution, however, was 
3liqh that she compelled him to unhand 
her and ringiug her bell violently, Sir 
JPrqderick, who had just entered the 
house, rushed, uith some alarm, 
towards the room where she was sittings 
and was instantly infora\edol\\v&\)^^^^ 

II 2 



of hospitality of which the yonng 
start had been guilty. Sir Fred< 
instantly^ with ibe utmost cooh 
ordered tivo of his domesties to 
die culprit Jiometo his father's, a n< 
nan of «)uch public celebrity and 
vate virtue, whose residence was b 
idiort distance from his own, an^ 
whom he addressed the following i 
with a charge that it should bedeliv 
into the Earl's hands^ before the 
soner was released— 



« 



MyLordf 



*^ Your son has been guilty of a i 
gross outrage, in attempting to se 
the wife of my bosom from her c 
Her virtue was fortunately proof ag. 
his base attack, and I have dism 
him without any other punishi 
than his own conftdeiic^ xci^li yd 
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in conaderation of the virtues which 
adorn his illustrious father. You will 
do. well, my lord^ to teach your son to 
emulate your bright example^ before 
be meets with that chastisement which 
is due to.his criminal disposition. Should 
be ever repeat his attempt on my bap* 
piness, my sword shall teach him how 
* terrible will be the vengeance of 

•* Frederick Fitzormond.^ 



The servants rrtumed with a reply 
fr«m the venerable peer — ** I am fully 
sensible of your kindness in displaying 
such forbearance towards wy son, and 
]( hope it will produce its due effect on 
his mind. I flatter myself that his 
aborration is rather the effect of impe« 
tuous passions than rooted depravity ; 
but I do not> on this account, palliate 
his crime. I shall s^^ate <tv^* ^^c^sN. v> 

H3 
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reclaim him, by setting before him the 
injary he has escaped, and the dread- 
ful consequences which might hare 
resulted from his unprincipled beha- 
viour, 'find I flatter myself you will hzve 
no future occasion to bring against him 
an accusation of such a glaring nature/* 

Sir Frederick thanked his wife for 
her virtuous conduct, and felt a consi« 
derable degreeof self approbation in the 
reflection that, by his forbearance, he 
had saved the feeling of an upright no- 
bleman, and had pr(ft)ably done more 
towards reclaiming his son, than he' 
could have achieved by a more san* 
giii nary and dangerous mode of revenge. 
But tbe worthy baronet was mistaken 
in ' the character of the young peer, 
wtiO felt deeply mortified attheexposi* 
tion of his conduct to his father, and 
only wished for. an opportunity of pro- 
ecuting bis revenge for what he deeia* 



ed a mean and cowardly insult. Im^ 
mediately on his arrival at home, in the 
(Custody of Sir Frederick's servants, the 
Earrhad taken him into his library, 
and after expatiating on the enormity 
of his conduct, had threatened him 
ivith the loss of his favor and protectioi^ 
if he was ever, found guilty of a repeti- 
tion of it. . Thi» threat rankle^ ia th& 
breast of the graceless youtTi, and he 
resolved that the cause of it should not 
remain unpunished* 

A few evenin^mfler this occurrence, 
as Sir Frederick was returning home 
late from a social party,^^ on foot and un»^ 
attended, he found himself suddenly 
accosted very roughly by two meti^ 
whose_ intention, he at first supposed^ 
was ta rob him. A violent blow frow 
one of them stretched him on the earth; 
but, instead of rifling his pockets, they 
proceeded to offer futtUev N"\o\^^w:.^«i^ssw^ 
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woQid probably have destroyed hiiht 
bad not the sound of approaching foot- 
steps compelled them to reUnqoish 
their Villanous purpose, and to leave the 
barone\,seriousiy wounded^ but not de« 
prived of his senses. As soon as the 
persons came up. Sir Frederick related 
his > misfortune, and two gentlemen 
instantly proceeded in pursuit of the 

villains, ^vhile a third assisted the 

* 

wouiided baronet into the nearest tayem 
Mrhere medical advice was procured; 
In a short time the Wk^o gentlemen who 
bad gone in pursuit w4he fugitive ais- 
sassins, returned with one of the 
wretches, who had received some injury 
from Sir Frederick^ in his resistance, 
which had disable him from proceeds 
ing so rapidly as his comrade. The 
fellow continued, for some time obs<* 
tinate in his refusal to give up his mo* 
lives, until the fear of being committed 
$o prison induced hica reluctantly to 
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•tate tfiAf they were employed by Lord 
Lovedon to murder iiim, and that, but 
for the approach of the passengers^ they 
should certainly have carried their vile 
ifitetition into execution. The suspi* 
eion which had been excited in^th^ 
breast of the baronet, by the conduct 
of the miscreants, who had not attempt** 
ed to commit a robbery, were thus 
fully confirmed; and he discovered 
that his forbearance to the young and 
atrocious criminal, instead of reclaim* 
ing him from the service of vice, had 
made him more unprincipled than be« 
fore, and his arowed and implacable 
foe. 

As soon as the hurts of Sir Frederick 
had been examined, his injury was 
found to be but trivial, and he was 
instantly conveyed to his residence^ 
whil^ the villahi, who had been taken^ 

iti foifiinent of Ibe^ promise which had 

H5 
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been made to induce bim to a confessioAi 
was liberated oh the instant^ with a 
caution as to his future conduct. 

Lady Fitzormond was extranely 
agitated on hearing of the outrageous 
violence which had been offered to heir 
husband, and attended him with such 
tender assiduity, that he speedily re- 
covered from the effects of his wounds^ 
and resolved immediately to wait oa 
the father of Lord Lovedon, and inform 
him of the vile conduct of his son, and 
of his determination to take such mea- 
tures as might subject him to legal 
punishment. 

When Sir Frederick called, the' Earl 
vras apparently absorbed in grief, shut 
up in his chamber, and clad in deep 
mourning. The baronet started with 
^ 3urprize at this appearance of woe and 
stammered out an apdogyfor JtMioVttr 



15i5 

rioD at snch an unseasonable period. 
The distressed nobleman, however, 
iaterrut>ted him, exclaiming— 

**Make no apology, my dear sir, 
you have a claim to my gratitude for 
your kind attempt to recal my unhappy 
son to the path of d uty. He ha$> fallen 
a victim to the impetuosity of his pasr 
MOhs; and I trust he may experienGQ;fqr.« 
giveness hereafter, before that tribunal 
whither he is gone, and against wj>i€;|ii 
he has so frequently and so glaringly 
offended. If you have any thing, t^ 
consult me upon of impoi^^nce, piay 
proceed ; for l.awe you much, although 
your forbearance has produced no good 
effects, and I shall be gUd to .aicquij^ 
myself, whenever the ability is within 
iny reach, of some part of ..my obUga^ 

■ I 
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compietely petrified with astonishitietn 
and terror. Was it possible that the 
unfortunate youth against whom he 
came to prefer a formal complaint had 
thus suddenly and awfully paid the for 
feit of bis crimes ? Could he add sof- 
row to the already overwhelming af« 
flictions of a father ? Coiild he insuk 
misfortune by the recapitulation of 
charges which could now avail nothing, 
"but to swell the stream of wretched- 
ness? No; it was impossible. How 
t^ien could he account for this visit ? 
•No way offered itself to him, but by 
ijiaking an apology for thus interrupt- 
ing the sorrows of the Earl, and defer- 
Hng the subj^t of the interview he had 
sought until some future opportunity. 

•« My Lord/* said Sir Frederick, " is 
it possible that I hear right? Has 
any accident befallen Lord Lovedon, 
with which I am unaequainted ?*' * 
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The tinhappy peei" shock his head 
mourofttUy, and informed Sir Frederick^ 
id the intervals of his grief, that on the 
preceding evening, bis son had been 
called out by an injured husband, 
whose wife he had seduced, and at the 
first fire the unhappy criminal had 
'been shot through the heart, .and had 
ithus made 'every earthly atonement for 
his vile career. " But alas !*' c6ntinued 
the Earl — ^^ the manner of his death 

A 

lias afilicted me most severely. Had 
he expired by the sword of his country's 
•enemies, while stemming the' tide of 
bostilil^ ; or had he breathed his last 
inmyarms,apreytotheafflictivedispen- 
sations of an omniscient providence, 
then I iiad not had cause for grief 
more than thousands around me. But 
that be should be guilty a second time 
of so flagrant an outrage on the law^fof 
his country, of such a violation of the 
d uties he owed to society j and that he 
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should afterwards be so lo6t to h6hor 
and remorse, as to attempt the life of 
him whom he had so grossly injoredi 
and in this very act should perish ; the 
idea is horrible, and fills my soul with 
the bitterest apprehensions/' 

Sir Frederick was unable to bear 
this distre&sing scene.; but making an 
excuse lor deferring the purport of his 
visity he Ief*t the house of sorrow, and 
retraced his way to his own residence, 
wondering at and admiring the justice 
of Heaven which had thus interfered to 
relieve the world from the presence of 
one who thub trampled on the most 
exalted laws, and despised the most 
sacred duties^ on the observance of 
which depend the happiness and even 
the existence of society, itself. Yet he 
lamented that a youth of such brilliant 
talents, and such unclouded prospects 
.shojuld have evmced.a disposition «.so 
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dead to erery^priaciple of .honor and 
virtue, and that a shoot of such a dis« 
graceful appearance, should spring 
irom a parent stock, which had for 
years flourished and lifted its revered 
head, a pride and an ornament to man* 
kind. 

• Sir Frederick informed bis lady of 
the tragic, end of Lord Lovedon, and 
from that moment, they both began to 
conceive an aversion to the manners 
of the fashionable worlds and the amia* 
ble Louisa had scarcely given birth to 
her first-born daughter^ before they 
resolved to quit the gay metropolis, and 
to fix their genei^) residence at their 
charming seat in Leicestersliire; and 
only to make occasional visits to Lon« 
don« 
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This resolijtion was , soon carnejijipto 
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for a moment^ as the charms of a rnral 
life became daily more and more at- 
tractive, and the gayer scenes where 
fashion and folly held continual sway 
speedily ceased to be remembered : or, 
if remembered, the recollection of their 
secession was the source of pleasurCf 
rather than pain. Sir Frederick found 
that rational delight in overlooking the 
improvements he wascontipuaHy mak' 
ing in his pleasure grounds and in agri« 
cultural persuits, which he had, inyaio, 
sought for in different spheres and in the 
enjot/ment of indolence. His park 
began to exhibit marks of a superior 
taste, and the elegant appearance of his 
seat was the theme of praise throughout 
the neighbourhood. 

In the mean time Louisa was occupi- 
ed in the nurture pf her infant family, 
which rapidly increased, and a duteous 
attention to which left her neither tiie 
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inclinatidn ncnr the leisure to regret her 
former course of life ; and thus the 
happy pair conUnued to cultivate those 
real joys which* spring from the cod« 
templalioQ of the objects of nature^ and 
from an intercourse with rational 
society, tintil that &tal moment whea 
heaven interrupted the harmony of 
tlieir lives ; snatched away their daugh^ 
ters, in an unfortunate moment, and se* 
parated Sir Frederick and his Louisa^ 
until they should be re-united in a di& 
ftrent world. The baronet wiCh di& 
ficulty withstood this oooumulation of 
fortune ; but a son was still leflt to him^ 
and he had revived to guide him through 
the intricacies^ of life. The youthful 
Frederick was, however, transplanted 
to abrighter sphere, and his disconsolate 
fether, from that moment, lost all relish 
for the world, until the period when he 
addressed. his letter to Lady Morgana* 
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Such is the sketcfaf ofthe-past years of 
Sir Frederick. His misfortunes had 
preyed severely on his spirits, and af- 
fliction had rendered his temper more 
morose than formerly. This disposi- 
tion had also been augmented by con* 
tinual twitches of the gout; and> from 
an interesting, an elegant and a sensible 
companion, he had gradually dwindled 
into a pettish, blunt and garrulous <dd 
man. He was aware of the alteration 
which his bodily and mental conforma* 
tion had undergone ; and in the mo- 
ments of hilarity (for he still loved at 
times to indulge himself with his sdect 
friends) he would acknowledge that his 
temper was grown so bad of late years, 
that he feared it would alienate all hii 
old friends from him. His apprehen- 
sions were well founded ; since it may 
rationally be inferred from his readiness 
toquit Ashby, and once more take up 
hi3 residence in London, that he must 



either faMr^iTaIued':ribe friends he thus 
consented to I^ave-very W^htly^ or that 
hisaofiQiiis^iesd had indeed rendered his 
conbpan){.more irkeome to them than 
was iisualy and ind^ induced tJiem to 
become less regular in their visits to 
him; ;JPiis old domestics^ nevertheless^ 
still continued in his 4iervice> for time 
had rende;ed them sd necessary to him, 
and had so completely habituated them 
to his habits, that neither the master 
nor the servants would have been 
happy to, have separated from each 
other. Accordingly, those whom he 
could not with propriety bring with 
him, were left to keep possession of the 
seat at Ashby, until the old baronet 
should haVe discovered what room he 
could make for them in London. 
Another motive might probably be 
assigned for the readiness with which 
thedomestics bore the variable humours 
of their master s and if the reader U %^ 



164 

yi-natared as to sujqpose that mankind^ 
in this enlightened age» can be swayed 
by such unworthy motivei^ be may 
even have it. and make what be wiA of 
it-^they icnew that^ id the event <tf their 
master's death, liberal provision was 
made for those servants who might be 
then in bis retinue I 
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CHAPTER VJ. 
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Stiix rufticating at Ifitverson Half, 
and shrouding all his fiurfiionable ac* 
complishments in thi^ impervious sdi* 
tude, remained Sir Edward, brooding 
over the past, and sketching out new 
achievements for the future. Retire* 
ment was insupportably irksome to 
bim; br, independent ^i \a& \i^^»:s^ 
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activity and flow of spirits, he regretted 
extremely that he was compelled to 
forego, for such a length of time, the 
charming company .pf^Lady Morgana^ 
:imd. all the other belle fashionables, 
%ho were accustomed to swell his train 
at all the public parties in the me« 
tropolis, and to dance, about .him, like 
silly i nsects flutterrnground a nocturnal 
blaze. He had none of these fascinat- 
ing att^ntipns in the country ; no not 
one ! He might indeed, if he thought 
proper, ogle and'make love to his old 
housekeeper, an ancient spinster, who 
had seen two generations descend into 
thcf grave ^ -ot %e tnight romp and talk 
tp the SGiUlIiOa'girlis; but those did not 
exactly ^uit his taste,* 'aiter the daititj 
xnUses who had been accustomed to 
receive his vows* . So that he had no 
alternative but to walk about his exten- 
sjve. domain, aAd: to anticipate the dayft 
whea he should be oceu^v^d; \i\ ^oim 
more gratifying emp\o>fta^Tv\.» 
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When he received the letter from 
Lady Morgana, he read it oyer twice 
>r thrice, and, as he traced in her senti* 
nents the preponderating spirit of af- 
fection, he began to reason with himself 
nrhether he should seriously make love 
to her> or only flatter her vanity, and 
coquet with her to relieve the tedious- 
Dess of the time. She was fashionable; 
trtie: ^he was very' rich; true: she 
HUMS Jiandsome and accomplished, could 
dbnce welli and sing to perfection ; her 
/outes wereatitended by the first fashion, 
and her nande was elevated in the cata^ 
logue '9£ high life. AH this was very 
true ; but none of these tilings tended 
to make her a better wife. Sir Edward, 
in this respect, had adopted some of the 
obsolete sentiments of bis father; that, 
lii chusinga wife, lie ought to select 
one of domestic habits ; one who could 
prevail upon herself to dedicate her 
time'to her husband and<:tuldtew\ \)Vw^ 
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had wit eneugh to retain his affection ; 
discernment enough to prefer her home 
and her family duties to routes and 
gadding about to leave visiting cards^ 
and talk away the characters of others; 
and virtue enough to preserve hersdf 
pure amidst the contagion of vice which 
prevailed. He wished to. see real 8te^ 
ling merit as a substitute for that affect** 
tion of sentiment^ and those negatiie 
qualities which go to the formation d 
a woman of fashion. In short, lie 
wanted a wife ; not a £auihionable com- 
panion who might be found in all plaoei 
and all companies, but at home and 
with her husband. 

Did Lady Morgana possess any of 
those qualities which he required ? He 
feared not ; nay more, he was certain 
she did not. Her nature was in itself 
so volatile that it would be impossible 
to restrain it with the hymeneal fetters 
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«fid what should he do tvith sucfh % 
characler? He did not wish to be 
ranked amongst those cornuted spouses 
at whom the finger of rumour pointed^ 
And whose names and misfortunes oc- 
cupied the midnight discussions of all 
the gossips in the metropolis. No ; he 
was not desirous of any such insidious 
distinctioti ; be sought for happinesi^ 
UrAther than notoriety, in the married 
$tete, and he must seek for a woman, ii^ 
lie could find one, whose views mighty 
iti this rdspect, coincide with his own. 
Lady Morgana was rich f yes ; but he 
was sufficiently rich without her ; and 
if he were not, there were many, very 
teany amiable, domestic characters, to 
betbund, who possessed wealth, although 
they must be sought for ii> a different 
hemisphere. The miU virtues winch 
ornamented them flourished iu a m re 
genial soil; the sui) of fashion emitted 
VOL I. -ft- J 
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tays of too scorching a nature for the 
dielicate texture to bear. I-ady Mc 
gana loved kitn ! So she might f 
a short time, but when the novelty 
his company was worn off;, aqd tl 
charm which bad first attached her k 
a little of its potency, she might, wi 
her usual volatility, transfer that i 
fection to some new object, and lea 
him forsaken and unhappy. Thi 
were all weighty points, which deserv 
due consideration; and, before lie i 
solved to enter into matrimony, he mi 
make himself thoroughly acqaainl 
with all the minutiis of her characi 
to whom he intended to confide I 
honor and his domestic comforts. La 
Morgana might do well for — for^* 
short for any thing but a wife ! 

These were the meditations whi 
•ccupied the mind of Sir Edward duri 
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'^the superabundant leisure which was 
upon his hands; and the result of them 
went to establish in his mind a firm con* 
viction that Lady Morgana would not 
make such a wife as would suit him ; 
and that, therefore, all the attentions he 
paid hieMT must be placed to the account 
of mere gallantry. It would be impos- 
sible that her feelings could be injured 
by the insincerity of his profession^ 
•fef she had many in her retinue who 
pursued a similar line oi conduct^ aod 
with whom she condescended to coquet 
without the least hesitation or reserve. 
-He should, therefore, be only repeating 
her own behaviour ; and, if it produced 
4my serious effect upou her, it might 
ieach her to respect more tlian she had 
done the feelings of others. 

Every day's post brotig;ht him accounts 
of the improvii^ healoh of Lord Lm*» 
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inore,an3 h^ began to thtoikjierioiis]^ 
returning to London^ and once mo 
emerging into fashionable life^ wh< 
the following letter was put into 1: 
hands, and hastily breaking the seal^ 1 
read— 
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Sir 



'< I should be guilty of an unpardoi 
- ftbla breach of friendship, did I negie 
tOi apprize you that you have man 
enemies in the world, who are dail 
employed in the invention of such ill 
hoods as must, when uncontradictec 
tend to injure your character. Yo 
have already been accused of ha via 
drawn Lord Linmore into a bye^pat 
and assassinated hina, but whatever ma 
rbe credited respecting the former pai 
of the charge, the restoraiioii of iia 
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more tf h}( health aii4 his familj wil^r 
a^ord a sufficient refutation of the 
latter. Yet this circumstance will serre 
to shew to you the characters and inten* 
tious of those who thus malignantly 
aUempt to murder your reputation. I 
have taken much pains to check the. 
progiess of this report^ by openly 
ttrowing the fullest cooviction of its 
base origin, and I have the happiness ta- 
say that I have, in this instancej sac« 
. oeeded to my wishes. 

^ Bat may we not look, far your re- 
tjwm speedily to cheer us fashionables? 
I assure yon, we regret your absence 
amazingly, and daily offer our prayers 
for the recovery of Linmore, not on hia 
own account, but that you ma^y bo 
enabled to gratify us with your com* 
pany again* Ihavp gained an inmate 
since you left' us, an old uncle, from 

H3 
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« 

Lieicestershire, Sir Fredericlc Fitzoi 
mohd, who, in return for some trivi 
concessions which he requires from m 
has determined to make me sole' heire 
to his property, amounting, I presun 
to nearly twenty thousand a yes 
Such a prize ts certainly worth attai 
ing, and if I modulate my behaviot 
jti" some degree, to his wishes, there a 
btf ho doubt that a few years will posse 
irief^'^f this valuable augmentation 
xny rent-roll, which is already for fro 
being of a despicable appearance. 
hti^ already too long intruded on yot 
pjltience, I shall therefore merely ac 
ihy own most fervent wislies for yoi 
happiness and* your speedy return i 
ihe circles of fashion and to yoi 
iKticere friend 
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«« Morgana Meredith, 
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Sir- ^ ward felt some uneasiness o^i^ 
perasing; this letter. What part of his 
ebndnct had tended to raise him tip 
•neniies, he could not conjecture; He 
^ad even shown an uniformity of be* 
Ibaviour to those with whom he had 
associated^ and he bad attempted to 
ibrm it according to the strictest rules' 
of politeness. Why then sbould- anys 
one attempt to affix on hia character 
a stigma of such . an odious nature ? 
He was at a loss to answer the question. 
Xinmore himself surely could not have 
elicited such a ruipour: he had been 
considered lis strictly honourable, a^d 
it would be impossible to reconcile 
auch conduct to tliie principles of honor; 
He would scout the idea ; it more pro-i 
bably originated in some base source ;• 
it might be the offspring of some one's 
^vil brain, who envied the. distinction 
he ei\joyed amongst the female part ol 
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aeoiety, and was desirmls t0: sGjj^^at 
the very root of his celJebritj; Tiut 
was tbe most likely opinion : it accords 
ed more sti icily with- the evil passbn* 
which infest the bosom of hum«m|y ; 
and tbe more be considered the subject^ 
the more was he convinced oTtbe jont^ 
Bess of his suspicions. Butcsome mea* 
snres must be taken immediately, eitfaes 
fi>r the discovery of the author - of: tfaia 
cahimny, or to prevent any other: of 
an injurious nature from being ctfcii* 
kted. It would be unwise to renoaia 
supine and indolent, when slander was 
striving to undermine bis fame. Haw 
should he act? To what course did 
reason direct him? Linmore was 
nearly recovered^ and consequently the 
danger of re-appearing in public was 
much less than it had been. His best 
Method, therefore, would be to return 
to the metropolis boldly and tbus put 



17? 

fo fltgbt the boat of ipsinifatitaiy Whidi 
^ugy scan^ had been employed ia 
4es8einiDatiifg. Such was tho most 
decisive mode of action , aod 3iich wat 
Ibe mode which Sir Edward witbook 
determiiied to puf sue. . 



The ?etum of Sir Edward soon nap- 
fiiied the goisipf of fashimi with aa 
4ibuiidant theme to exercise their 
voluble talents; and no sooner had 
Lady Morgana told her friend Lady 
QVazewdl of the transponting circiim* 
fltance^ than $be latter trudged away to 
join the aisterbood at Miss Bankermaoft 
mid to bfing the impertinent baronet 
|»ef0re their f^ugaat tribunal. - ; ^ 

J5JSles8 xn^, La4y Horptby^*'. eici» 
«jbMme4the old sphiis);^^ «< would yon 
Relieve it i That vite Sir JEd warf Hilr 

m»i^ii acMwiir iseturacj^ to iLondoo, 
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tfnd has the audacity to shevir bimseV 
in public, notwithstanding his cowardly 
And vnfe conduct to the unfortunate 
Lord Liamore; who, (I have it from 
gioodanthorityy is now lying at his last 
gasp, and cannot survive the operation 
of extracting the ball, which is about 
to be performed. 14; is d sad thing to 
$ee a fine young noblemdn cut off 86 
suddenly, and in such a: cruel add in* 
fiimous manner/^ 

« Why Lady Tefazewell,'*^ replied 
the impatient Dorothy Drimibow^ •« i* 
is absolutely impossible that the baronet 
39 returned, for I havefjust learned^ that 
he shot himself in his slirnbbery three 
evenings since, and that the coroner's 
vi^rdict wBisfelo de se^ in consequence 
of which the abandoned wretch was 
-buried in a eross-road, and a stake was 
' driven through his body^ Yon look 
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iurprited' ; hnt iiideed ydu irity depend 
on it, it is so; so that we shall not be 
obliged to be bored by hitf company ;$d 
much as we halve' been latterly^ tttank 
Heaven." " * - 

■j ** I beard ratber a different account 
of .his fatal exit ;" added Lady Linger^, 
well; <* I undeistood^thatXhis stewani 
waited on him to remon^rate with him 
on the extravagancy of^his recent c6n- 
duct» and to represenj to him^that his 
property was not'eq^l toaqswef^ the 
repeated drafts which he vvks^in thf^ 
habit, of making from it. . Sir Edward 
^iras astonished > at tlie fellow's impef** 
tinence, an^ told hiin to attend to hik 
own concernsy and to tak|f care tliat bit 
^upplies.ofcasfa were as. liberal and as 
regular as they had formerly . beeii 
The steward said^ it was impossible, 

4tt<i i0iriisdiMt«]ty c^^^ feitixatibai 



iMrbich irritated Sir Edward fik^^racht 
degree, that he snatched up a pisicA to 
murder the poor iteward ; bnt^ fortQ* 
nately, heaveli penetrated bis design^ 
the weapon went off at the moment be 
snatched it up, and the ball lodged in 
bis heart. His last words wefcy—Ths 
Justice of heaven has overtaken me lbs 
the murder of Lord Linmore/' 

'< My account I have reason to think 
is most correct/' exclaimed^ Liady 
Dorothy, *' for I uilderstaod his pro^ 
perty is immense, and be has left the 
bulk of it to Lady Morgana Merddith» 
who was very fond of Ike baroiket cffx 
tainly s a mutual affection ; or, rather^ 
a sort of platonic love.; pure without 
over-stepping the bounds of propriety* 
Helbelbe! 

ff He! h«l he!" implied LsdyTetaBf 
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Dorothy, yoa iftttst excuse me fof 
rectifying year mistake ; for I c«|f 
a9siire yoh thai Sir Edward is bow in 
London-^ 

^* At the sHrgeob's bM, perb»|jlii/^ 
interrupted Liady Dorothy, and smiled 
at4ier owq wit. 

'< No, my lady,'* itetomed the angry 
spinster^*' he is at Lady Morgana^si 
IffT I had it fir om ^herself, ahd you xsajr 
ide^ieod opon it I am perfectly coneot i 
and you Mfitl find t'ovmbrrow that Ids 
fe>«ppearanoa^^wiU be the subject of 
umverml tonvmatioti. You knowt 
my lady, you were misiaformed wheii 
you assured tne that Lord Limuone wai 
dead yesterday, a»d the same report I 
imd heard tine day beforie, with a long 
sddiliAiiifr iMt te it aol yiet dmfl^ A^ 
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at the very point of ■- death. So^ my 
hidy, I hope yoti will allovir me to con 
racljcA]^ in thiis Instance^ lor belief e 
me Sir Edward is qifite well'* 

Lady Dorothy Drimbovr wa»^iiji^er 
contradicted ^ut by L^dy ,Tea;seweU; 
and It cannot, therefore^ be matter of 
surprize, that she should look on this 
old spittster tvitU less regard tbaa ihe 
did on vnost of her jfetnale acquaintance; 
No sooner bad Lady^ TeaizeweU con- 
cluded , than the - angry t Dorothyj 
dendbing toer hands, and throwing ^a 
portioii of furious expression into her 
eyes, prepared herself to retort upon 
her antagonist with unusual acrimony ; 
but just as she was about to elicit the 
emanations of her fury. Miss Banker* 
maii alarmed lest she should be com- 
pelled to^witness a cepetitioa Qf the vi 
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contesl'which'hid disgraced their di»* 
•cussions on a former evening, hastil;^ 
shifted her chair nearer to that of Lady 
Dorothy, and, before the latter could 
find vent for her spleen, she intreated 
her to recover her composure, ana 
•leave the dispute until the next ev6n- 
mg, adding — pray have you heardf th6 
jumour respecting Lord Lankerville?*' 

■a 

*' Lord Lankerville !'^ exclaimed the 

i 

agitated Lady Teazewell, who, in an 
instant forgot thd previous dispute, in 
her fears lest some untoward disaster 
fead befallen this favoured object of her 
love—" What of him, my dear Miss 
Baukerman ? No accident I hope has 
liappened ! pjray, inform tne speedily I 
Indeed I am more deeply interested 
than you may imagine^ in whatever 
concerns his- lordship !*• 
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As she said tbi^ the hilf cimcealed 
ier maiden blu&hes behind the sticks 
of an amber faD» while the spinsters and 
dowagers round, tittered at bach other, 
and by their reciprocal glances^ pro^ 
mised themselves much delight in talk* 
ing on this wonderful discovery at a 
future meeting, in the absence of Lady 
Teasewell. The latter could not avoid 
perceiving the sensation her abrupt 
qmestions had occasioned, but as she 
had no wish to keep the matter a secret 
she held her fan to her face for a con» 
venient time, and then- bent her eay 
towards Miss Ban)iennan» who y^ 
plied— » 

^' Dear me, then I have a piece of 
news to inform you. This mornipg 
his lordship eloped with X^ady Frances 
Milburne, who has left her handsome 
hnsband^ and three yonng childreni for 



that. 0orry prig of ft: feU ow# I assoni. 
you his lordship, ps weti a&Lady Lan*^ 
iKprvill^^ 19. ia despair !'' 

, As soon as Lady Tea^ewell had 
beard this, for a' momeDt she sat petrifi- 
ed with astonishment; but at lengtfar 
l^r grief found a vent<«-** ngh ! ugh I 
ugh 1 Ugh i I am undone, my hope» 
i^^ut off in m niomant! Faitblessy^ 
pe^fir^f Lankerville! How caa I 
imn^ive this^ stroke ! my borrows mtnll 
ha?e rcMim-^ugh! Ugh I ugh I ugh I: 
After such a fine compliment I Oh l 
IsbaH'diel my weakness has discovert: 
ed the truth, but my friends will pardon: 
me for giving way, on such a melaiH 
choly occasion. Oh ! my heart; im 
breaking! Cniel, false youth, how 
could you thus serve the woman. of youi 
heart. I shall soon expire with despair: 
my friends assist me to my chariot j 
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that I may go home wA: nlonrn in 
•ecret for having indulged a hopeless 
passion^ and listened t^ the vows of a 
perjured lover," 

Two females proffered their assistance 
to the afflicted spinster, and assisted h^ 
one of the room, ^^hileshe indulged in* 
the loudest lamentations; and . the re* 
mainder of the sisterhood with difficulty, 
i^frained from btirsting into a lond 
langb^ until Aie was out of hearkigf 
when no longer able to resist their feel* 
ing, the gratified gossips, gave way to 
such boisterous and repeated peal% and 
found themselves so unable to curb 
theip merry mirth, that they wepe oblig- 
ed to separate,and postpone the di^seus- 
sion of this wonderful event. Until they 
should meet again. < 

. ■ ' * 

^ In the niean4ime>;poor Lady Twasj^^ 
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wen was driven to Lady Morgana's 
residence^ where she intended to lighten 
her sorrows, by pouring them into the 
bosom' of her friend. Her piteous ap«* 
pearahce, and doleful exclamations 
alarmed Lady Morgana, who feared* 
some dreadful misfortune had over- 
whelmed' her, but as the forsaken spin- 
ster breathed forth her trouble the 
gravity of her frrend began to relftx 
gradually, and her attempt to smothier 
her risible propensity gav^toherfeaturi^sr 
the appearance of agitation^ which thct 
woe- begone narrator attributed to her 
kind sympathy in her affections. When 
Lady Teazewell had concluded, all her 
lamentaMe expressions burst forth' 
anew: and her grief assumed a still: 
more noisy complexion, and Lady Mor- 
gana made several attempts to speak 
comtoit to her before she could obtain 
a hearing. At length the turbulence 



of ber sorrows spent itself And was rac* 
ceeded by^ silent tears; when Ladjr 
Morgana^ ^taking advantage of the in- 
terval, conjtrived to attract th(^ notice 
of the moiirner, by the following excla- 
mation— • • 

** It is possiblei my dear Lady 
Teazewell, that thif ramour may be 
unfounded : yoa know, from expe* 
vience, hpw little credit is due to re« 
port : aofd I think you are blamftble 
for thus- giving way to your feelingSj, 
before^ you have been able to ascertain, 
wbet)|ier or not you have any real cause 
of complaint. Let me advise you to 
wait t>n Lady Lankerville, as soon as 
you have gained thef mastery over your 
emotions, and inquire into the truth of 
the tale, but be cautious, even if it 
should turn out correct, not to express 
your sorrow ia her presence } it mgj 
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))ave a bad effect, and cannot be "pro- 
ductive of any good. Take my opinion^ 
my dear Lady Teazewell, dry up your 
tears, assume an appearance of com* 
posure, and go without delay to Lady 

Laukerville." 

-* 

Lady Teazewell liitened with mscfa 
attention » and after fseveral deep. and 
loud sobs, she replied, in a voice scarce^ 
ly articulate — " ugh ! ugh ! ugh ! 1 am 
fearful there is tgo much truth in the 
report; and* if I should go to Lady 
Lankerville aiKid have it all confirmed 
«^-^-^gh ! ugh I ugh ! ugh ! I am sore 1 
cannot conceal my emotions, that I 
cannot! faithless, perjured man I t# 
ustf me so cruelly : it will break my 
heart, that I am sure it wiil*-K>h il^m 
very much agitated -«* ugh i ugh I 
HghV[ 



^Faithless and perjumd» did yoa 
say ; my dear Lady Teazewell ?" 
responded Lady Morgana: " then your 
acquaintance had proceeded to great 
lengths^ 1 presume. I was not aware 
that you had. seen his lordship, since 
he complimented you at Ludy Strong* 
bell's route. This truly makes it a 
more serious matter than I at first con- 
sidered it*" 

*' And was not that sufficient to mis* 
lead any young, unexperienced maid V- 
returned Lady Teazewell — *^ It is' true 
I have not seen him, since; but if yoa 
had felt the affectionate pressure of bis 
thumb and finger, as I did, I am very 
certain vou conid not have mistalcen 
the meaning of it. It was a downright 
declaration of love, and ought to have 
been kept as religiously as though the 
ceremony bad been performed. It if 
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no light offencd to. trifle with thelntto- 
cent and tender liearts of ns females? 
I am sure mine has bad enough to break 
it in twos." ; 7 

■';!;■ V 

" I am sorry d!^ cannot see the mat-* 
ter in the same light," answered I^dy 
Morgana; "for if. every pressure of 
the hand is a declaration of love, I 
never yet was handed to my carriagCj 
without receiving such, but these pre** 
sures were never /oUowed up by any 
thing further. And I am sure you are 
not so young and inexperienced but 
you ought to have fortified your heart 
more strofngly, than to have thus.sur* 
rendered it» without waiting for an at- 
tack." 

"You are cruei, Lady Morgana," 
cried Lady Teazewell, " and do not 
regard my suffi^rings a whit It ^ta 



not {he pressure oni y, bnt (he &sdntt« 
ing (pompliment which accompgDied it, 
that won my heart. Oh ! it is a sad 
thing to use me so ! And you know I 
am young and inexperienced in these 
xnatters: that you dor and yet you 
mock me, and laugh at my sufferings. 
It is mortifying thus to be treated, yes, 
indeed it is, for 1 am troubled enough 
already.' 
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** Your troubled ve really of youf 
own creation, my dear Lady Tease- 
weli,and if you are to become the prey 
of such fanciful ills, every day, nay, 
every hour will bring yx>u frtteh cause 
for mourning. Do as I would advise; 
think no more of Lord Lankerville; 
for, believe me, he thinks nothing of 
you : his con<luct was merely the result 
of politeuess; and, I dare say, he scarce* 
\y has given you a single thought fom 
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that moment. But if you are deter- 
mined to follow him and set your cap 
at him : pray go to Lady Lankerville 
first, and ascertain, whether you have 
any cause for grief: it fs vtery probable 
that his lordship is at this moment in 
the house, and has probably never had 
any conversation with Lady Milbume, 
except such as is perfectly common- 
place. Come, shake off that melan- 
choly aspect, and resume your wonted 
cheerfulness — remember, ro v dear 
friend, beauty lurks beneath a smile.-' 

Such was the reply of Lacly Morga- 
na; while her friend, so far from 
thanking her for her advice, appeared 
highly offended at her for presuming 
to suppose she could be mistaken as 
to Lord Lankerville's intentions ; and 
full of anger and mortification, she 
bounced out -of the room^ witb vdlmc.%^ 
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more agility than she entered it^ de- 
claring that, ** it was intolerable to be 
treated with such cool insolence, wben 
she had come there with an intention 
t9 commit her ^corrows to hqr friend, 
and a hope of receivings in return, con- 
solation, instead of insult/' But. she 
Tvould not be so regular a visitor of 
'Lady Morgana as -she had been-^ she 
had been too long an instrument to 
answer her ladyship's purposes ; she 
had too long served to -ii)! up her par- 
ties, and enliven her privacy: but it 
should be so no longer. She would 
now use her own will, and absent her- 
self until her ladyship should chuse to 
send, and request her to return. 

As she finished this threat I^dy 
Teazewell hastened to her carriage ^ 
while Lady Mprgana, unable tq.restrsun 
herself any longer, indul|;ed herself,/ 
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a long fit of nMrrimcnl^ at her friend^s 
expence ; aDd» retiring to her toilet pre- 
pared to array herself in alt her charmsi 
to meet a select party^ which was about 
to visit her> and of which Sii* Edward 
liad promised to be the soul. 
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